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AN 


ADDRESS 


To thoſe of the 


Roman Communion 
IN 


ENGLAND: 


HE Deſign of this Ad- 
dreſs is notby any means 
to inſult over you; in 


the Circumſtances under 

which # has pleaſed God in his 
Providence to bring youz cr to 
raiſe popular Odium againſt you. 
No, however neceflary 1 may judge 
B chat 


2 An Addreſs to thoſe 
that which has lately been done, 


yer cannot but have a great com- 
mp for any thing that looks 
ike 


Suffering for Conſcience ſake. 


And this, I _ owe not on- 
ly. to the Prigciples of Hymane 
Natute, which require that we 
ſhould have a tenderneſs and pity 
for thoſe that are in AMiCtion ; 
but to the Principles of my Reli- 
gion, 'a$ a Chriſtian and a Member 
of the Church of England. I have 
always looked upon it as one of 
 theGlories of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, that it gives the dominion 
over Mens Conſciences to God on- 
ly ; that it aſſerts the natural Li» 

of Mankind to judge for 
themſelves what it 13 that God ex- 

from them; that it makes 
very charitable Allowances for the 
Ignorance and Miſtakes of Men 
when joined with Sincerity and a 
true Love of God; and that in 
CON» 
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conſequence of theſe things it does 
not incline it's Members to # {evere 
inquiſition into the private Opini- 
ons of Men, or to be hard = 
them upon that account. And on 
the other fide, that it has been a 
t aggravation of the Errors of 
the Church of Rowe, that the Be- 
lief of them has been ſo rigidly 
exadted, under no leſs pain than 
Ditmrration in the other World, 
and the being Burnt, or at leaſt 
Undone in this, whenever it. has 
deen'in their power to effect it. 


But you will ſay perhaps, That 
if the Opinion of Proteſtants be 
ſo much againſt Perſecution, how 
comes it to paſs that there have been 
ſo many ſevere Laws from time to 
time made againſt you ; eſpecially 
this laſt, which deprives your Chil- 
dren of their Inheritance, if they 
will not renounce their Religion; 

B 2 and 
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and: deprives you of the comfort 
and. > of your Spirituakþa- 
thers by forbidding them to Exer- 
ciſe any Office of their Fundion 
under pain of lying in all 
their Lives if they are caughn,? 


| Now in anſwer to this, I would | 
not aggravate Matters to make you 
odions ; but as plainly, _—_ 
derlyuas I can, lay the Re j 
fore you which, we may ſuppoſe, 
the Nation went upon in maky 
theſe Laws, in ſome hopes t . 
viate that Exaſperation ch 
your preſent Suffterings may cauſe, 
and which may very likely make 
you throw away, without con(ider- 
ing, all that a Proteſtant can ſay 
for your Convidton. 


Why thoſe And Fi ſt, I defre 


of the Roman 
Communion have not reaſon to. expe the 
fame Toleration with other Difſenters. 


you 


of the Romau Communion. &$ 
you would conſider that there 
muſt be ſome peculiar Reaſon of 
this* dealing with you- under a 
Prince, and in a Nation ſo muck 
inclined to Liberty of Conſci- 
ence in almoſt every Body elle. 
We have indeed, a very ill O- 
pinion -of your Errors, | and 
the danger of them to the Souls 
. oMen-; and of the diſhonour 
brought 'to God by giving'to- 
Creatures the Worſhip due only 
ta.. him, ' But beſides theſe, there 
are ſome things peculiar in your- 
Religion which give Proteſtants- 
juſt grounds of Jealoufte, and: 
make your Caſe very different: 
from that of other Parties who« 
diflent from the National Eſtabliſh» 
ment. 


The firſt is this, That you own: 

a -Dependence upon a- Foreign: 
Power, and a Power which Bb a: 
B 3 declared> 
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declared Enemy to all Proteſtants. 
You own for the Vicar of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Head of your 
Church, a Perſon who pretends to 
a Power to Depoſe Princes, and to 
give away their Dominionsto ſuch 
of your Church as are able to get 
them; and who in faft has very 
frequently Exerciſed this Power, 
and by it cauſed great Bloodſhed 
and Diſturbances in the World. 
Particularly, be has by Name Excom- 
municated Two of our own Prin- 
ces, Heyry VII. and Queen Eliz4- 
bcth; and has forbid all their Sub- 
pets to obey, or aſbiſt them,and has 
given away their Country to any 
Invader that would come and take 
it. And he does the ſame in effett, 
every Year 1n- the 
es form of famous * Bula Cene 
be ſeen in by our King and Go- 

7. Ronas. vernment-at preſent. 


You 
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You cannot. wonder if Prote- 
ſtarits are defirous at leaſt to diſ- 
arm. all thoſe who:own this Man 
for the | Vicar of Jeſus” Chriſt; 
And this in' fa& was the Cauſe 
of moſt of thoſe ſevere Laws 
which have been made" again(t 
ou. In the beginning of Queen 
zabeth's days the !Papaſts gene- 
rally. lived as eafie and*quiet as '04 
ther Subjetts ; but when che Pope 
Excommunicate the Queen, ' aird 
Prieſts were fent from the Semi- 
haries abroad to alienate the Hearts 
of Her Subjeds, and Conſpiracies 
were centred into againſt- her; 
then were thoſe ſevere Laws tnade 
as againſt thoſe that were Enemies 
to the State. 


-" It is very well known how ma- 
ny Conlpiracies followed that Ex- 
corfimanication through the whole 

B.4 courſe 


8 tn Addreſs to thoſe 
courſe of her Reign, and what 
er the Nation was in from 
the Spaniſh Invaſion, which "was 
undertaken upon the inſtigation 
of Romiſh Prieſts, and upon 
the Title which the Pope gave the 
King of Spaiz to the Kingdom of 
England. 


- But I ſhall not infiſt upon thefe 
things, or the many Provocg- 
tions we have had ever ſince to 
this day ; of the great danger we 
may be 1n at preſent ; ſo far I be- 
lieve maſt appear reaſonable to all 
different Perfons, that it is fit for 
us to make all thoſe who expett to 
enjoy the Privileges of other Sub- 
eas to renounce an Authority fo 
dangerous to us. 


It may, perhaps, be ſaid that there 
are ſome among you who do. not 
own the Pope to have ſuch Autho- 

rity, 
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rity, and that therefore we may” 
ſafely deal more gently with them.. 


AS to this, I ſhall' not infilt at- 
preſent to ſhew how fas this Pow=- 
er of the Popes to Excommunicate. 
and deprive Heretical Princes.and, 
States is a Doctrine of the Church 
of Rome; this is certain, that-it 
has been long, pretended to by the, 
Head of that Church ; and thoſe: 
wha do-not approve of it ought» 
to ſpeak out, and to. renounce. 
Communion with him as a Tyrant. 
and an Uſurper, and a Heretick 
by pretending ſuch Power+from- 
Jeſus Chriſt which was never giv- . 
en him: But ſo long .as they {tick 
by him, and own him- for -the; 
Head of their Church, and the Vi- 
car of Jeſus Chriſt, for-the Judge 
of Controverſies, and the Supreme 
diteQor. of their Conſciences, thep-. 
maſt not wonder if Proteſtants can. 

B 5. have 
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have no Confidence in them ;_ eſ- 
pecially if we conſider how many 
Methods of Deceit have been 
taught and recommended by thoſe 
among them, who have been, and 
are {ti}! the great Guides of Con- 
ſciences. 


The 2d Conſideration 1 would 
propoſe is this, That Proteſtants 
ave a Right by the Principle of 
Self-Preſervation to take ſuch Me- 
thods with thoſe of the Roman 
Communion, as may put it out of 
their power to do 

*. Vid. Concil. them - miſchief ; 
Hzretici.which * becauſe Papiſts are 
is called a Ge- = ed by the Laws 
of their Religion to 

Og erfocute Proteſtants, 
Sf 24 and theſe are Laws 
that have been as 

much put in Execution when - c- 
ver it has been in their power, 
and 


etnies tion <li POS «<6 Wt - 
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and jt could be done with fafety, . 
as any Laws they have. 


It would be thought too 'in- 
vidious to .reckon up” all the . 
Wars and Maffacres, Burnings and 
Craulties of all ſorts that haye been | 
and are ftifl in; the World upon 
this account, eſpecially what has 
been done in a manner under our 
view in 4 Neighbour Country, the 
fad effefs of which not only our 
ſelves but all the Proteſtant Coun- 
tries in Exrope ſee and feel, by thoſe 
vaſt Numbers of poor Creatures 
thar flock to us to preſerve their 
Conſciences and beg their Bread : 
Only thus far we cannot forbear to 
take Notice, that there have been 
more hard things ſuffered for nat 
ſubmitting to the Pope than ever - 
were inflicted upon Chriſtians for 
their Religion by all the Heathen 
Perſecutors together. 


Were... 
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Were theſe things the effects 
only of ſaddain Paſtion, . or FaCti- 
ons of State, which often do hard 
things ta one another ; there migh 
be however ſome hope left 
it might be otherwiſe, ſhould we 
ever again come mto- their power; 
But, when Men are cruel upon a 
ſteddy ſettled Principle of Perſe- 
cution, , there is nothing left but 
to guard our ſelves againſt . them 
as well as we can. Not-that we may 
lawfully do hard things to. them 
becauſe they have done fo to us, 
or our Brethren ; for that would 
be Revenge, or at beſt the imita- 
tinga very bad Example : But eve- 
ry. Man has by nature a Right to 
defend himſelf, and if that makes 
it wiſe or neceſlary for him to do 
fome things which otherwiſe he 
has no Inclinatijon to, it is not his 
fault, but the fault of thoſe who 
bring that neceſſity upon bim, a 

| on 
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.: We are convinced that if Popery 
@auld prevail in England, we 
ſhould not long enjoy our Eſtates, 
or perhaps Lives, it we would not 
comply wich i and we are ſenfi- 
bl more: than once we have 
been in ger of this z. ef- 
pecially lately, when it was almoſt 
a Miracle that we were ſaved from 
it. We are ſenſible alſo that they _ 
are a reſtleſs uneafie Party. that - 
they bave mighty dependencies a- 
broad which have much prevailed 
of late.; that we can't tell what 
Foreign Power wy be invited 0- 
ver, or in ſucceeding times what 
incouragement they may have at 
home; and therefore we do con- 
ceive that meerly in our own de- 
fence we may juſtly take as effetta- 
al. meaſures as we can to keep their 
Prieſts from among them, who 
we are ſatisfied bave been and. are, 

like 
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like to be Ircendiaries ;, and to di- 
vert their Eſtates into Latter Hands 


of their own Relations, "that the. 


may not be tarned againſt us. To 
conclude this matter ; - notwith- 

ſtanding theſe Reaſons, we have to 
guard our ſelves againſt Popery, yet 


there are here no Cruelties of an 


tion, no Burning, no ta-- 


way of Life , no Dragooning ; 


Se qr 


: and as 
mc) roar tr fragt it 1s of Bris 


thoſe of Eſtates, yet there is no- 

thing done of a ſudden and irre- 

.medible ; there's Time allowed for 

Conſideration, and Place tft for 

ye ritance and better Thooghts 
in the mean time their Perſons 

:. ſecure, and they- are at Liber- 

ty to go into any other Coun 

with all the Money . and 

they can get, without danger of 

being 
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being ſent to the Gallies, if-they 
are caught ; which - are on 
leges a great many - poor Urea» 
tures >4.,: wal lately heard of 
would take to be very great Mer- 
cies. 

'As far as a private Reaſows to 
Man may venture to peas : ho 
give his Opinion of of Kme wer- 

he Ations of his $u- groundcef thei 
periors, theſe I ſu 

ſe ( joyned with ſome pecuhar 
nſolencies at this time, very well 
known in the Kingdom) were the 
chief Reaſons the King and Parlia- 
ment went upon in making this 
and former Laws againſt you z and 
if our Religion be true and yours' 
falſe, I believe you your ſelves 
will hardly condemn us for 1t. 
And this is the next thing I would 
defire you to conſider of z.. that 
you would not take it for yy 

t 
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that you are in the right, andſo. 
cal this Perſecution for Conſcience. 
fake, but that you would: take 
this- Opportunity to examin 
the of-your Religion ; 
which- will be. an advantage to 
you which way ſo ever the matter 
e 


If Examination you find 
your ſelves to-have been- in the 
+ you will *-then -Hhave the 
and Comfort of being con-- 
verted-from very- dangerous Errors 
and\Pratices,- and of living quiet- 
ly; and- preferving your Eſtates to- 
your-Families z but if otherwiſe, 
you faid+ reaſon for your- preſent: 
Opinions;Jit will be a migtity com- 
fort to. you in whatever you ſuffer, 
that you do it upon evidence and' 
conviction: of Confcience z and not 


apon Fancy and Prejudice f 
your Education... - 
wa And. 
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And ſo much, Ithink, in Juſtice 
you owe to your Children, not to 
Breed them up in a Religion whieh 
muſt deprive them of their Eſtates, 
till you have well examined the 
Truath-of it your ſelves: It will in- 
deed be the greateſt Bleſling to them ' 
to Breed them up in the true Re- 
ligion let the c Uences as to 
this World be whatthey will ; but 
at leaſt, Matters ought to be well 
weighed before you do what will 
be on all accounts ſo great an Inju- 
ry to them, if your Religion 
ſhould prove falſe, which parnns, 
I may give you juſt reaſon to ſuſ- 
pett before I conclude this Paper, 
if _ will but read it withoutpre- 
judice and partiality. Only one 
thing I would deſire you to have 
a care of, that you be not too nice- 
ly ſenſible of the diſboroxr of 
changing your Opinion, now it 

may 
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may ſeem to be for your-Iatereſt. 
This 1 aa is a Mayor page apt 
to work yery ſtrong, and to give a 
ter Biaſs to the Minds of Grows 
ſons than the greateſt Intereſt in 
the World. - But a good Chriſtian 
ſhould be contented with the Apo- 
ſte to go through evil report and good 
| iſe the Cen- 


, and ſhould 
| perks Ae org 4 he can but 


' pleaſe GodandAave his Soul. 


G (iti | 

the Authors, and conſequently 

having the guilt of a great Schiſm 

in the Church and it. concerns you 
to- 
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to conſider whether this Charge be 
true, or no > Whatever Charity 
Proteſtants may have for thoſe a+ 
mong you, who have no means of 

r Informed, have 
juſt reaſon to look uch Er- 
rors and ſinful ices as like 
to be fatal to thoſe among you who 
might be better informed and will 


not. 


But there is another Confidera- 
tiow, which perhaps may weigh 
more with you in this Matter than 
the Opinion of Proteſtants z which 
is, That if this Charge againſt you 
be true; if you are guilty of Schiſi - 
and [dolatry, and ſuch groſs" Er- 
rars, by the Opinion of your own 
Divines, you cannot Saved. 
This is a Matter that they them- 
{elves often urge againſt that Cha- 
rity which Proteſtants are apt to. 
have for fincere honeſt People a- 
mong 
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mong you that are invincibly Ig- 
norant ; beſides, the very ſame Rea- 
ſons which they urge to ſhew the 
anger that we are 1n, do equally 
hold againſt you, $7 
you are inthe wrong. If it be He- 
re in us to deny the Articles 
of your xew Creed, inppoſing 
they are true,” it muſt be Hereſy in 
you to believe them, ſuppofing 
they are falſe; the Reaſon is the 
ſame in both; and fo as to the 
Schiſm, if your pretended Head of 
the Church be guilty of Tyranny, 
and Uſurpation, and Hereſy and I- 
dolatry, and of impoſing theſe upon 
Chriſtians, it is He and his Follow- 
ers arc in the S:h;ſz, and not We. 
And then, all thoſe dreadful things 
which your own Writers ſay- a- 
gainſt Schiſm and Hereſy, do-as 
much belong to you, ſuppoſing 
you are in the wrong; as they do 
to us if we are ſo. And —_— 
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if what they ſay, have any weight 
with you, it ought to make you 
conſider ſeriouſly whether you are 
in the right, or no. | 


1 the - rather urge this, becauſe 
it contains a-ful Anſwer to that 
picce of Sophiſtry wherewith you 
often deceive your ſelves, anden- 
deavour to delude us ; That you are 
ſafe by the confeſſuon of all Sides, but 
we are not,and that therefore we ought 

in prudence to come over unto 
Which is falſe; for by your own 
Opinion you are not ſafe, but in a 
Damnable Condition, ſuppoſing 
that you are in the wrong: There 
is no difference at all betwixt us 
and you in this Matter; except on- 
ly where the Truth lies. For if 
our charitable Opinion of the Mer- 
cy of God to invincible Ignorance 
be true, this is Comfort tous, ſup-* . 
poling we are miſtaken, -as 1t-2$ 
| to 


gion; tho' indeed our Obligation 
ſcarch after Truth doesnot ariſe 
hi ay from qe 


emper | 

. God, as it wonld be in a Son to 
have no concern to pleaſe _— 
ther, 
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ther, but only ſo far as that he 
not be diſ-inherited. Diroen 
that may not be _ to 
. People, may [ 
fable to God, bri ay 6 Scandal 
to _—_ FR > do 2 
O in the World: 
nd theſe are things which a 200d 
Chriſtian would have a great car 
or: ng 


of, tho! at the ſame time 
hope hat God would pardon 


he jgnorantly wx tae 
—_ 


This, 1 be Cifficient 
Moons bes won 


in your Religion. 
Key Ne Borel to ſome 
of the Errors which we c up- 
on your Church, and the Reafons 
why weRenounced them,and wh 
we think it your Daty to do ſo 
tO. 
As 


As-tothe particulars,l ſhall chief- 
ly confine my ſelf to thoſe which 

. preſent AF mentions, thoſe to 
be: renounced in the Teſt, and in 
the Oath of Supremacy. 


But before I to them, I 
would ſpeak a little to that which 
is the great ground and ſupport of 
all your other Errors, - the Tofall; 
bility of your Church ; which if 1 
can ſhew you to be a meerpretence 
without any Warrant or Authori- 
ty from Jeſus Chriſt, you will then 
more eaſily hearken to what can be 
ſaid in the other Matters. 


It cannot be expedted that 1 
ſhould handle theſe Controverſies 
in their full extent -in the ſhort 
compaſs which it's fit this preſent 
Addreſs ſhould have ; but if you 
find what is ſaid here to have 

weight 
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weightin it, and that it gives you 
juſt cauſe of doubting, I hope you 
will be ſo kind to your ſclves as to 
come to ſome of our Divines who 
may inform you more fully, or to 
read ſome of thoſe Books which 
have at large examined theſe Mat- 
ters. 


Iefallibility is 


the thing in the Abcur the 
; Infalibiliry of 
World which a good the Church cf 


. Chriſtian ſhould have Kone. 


the leaſt prejudice a- 
gainſt; for tho' I do now be- 
lieve, ſince I ſee plainly that God 
has appointed no Irfalliable Judge, 
that it is belt all 'things conſ1dered 
that there ſhould be none : YetI 
muſt confe(s, were I to judge of 
things by my own Reaſon with- 
out any regard to what God has 
done, I ſhould be apt to think 
{ucha Judge would be a great Bleſ- 
C fing 


26 An Adareſs to thoſe 


ſing to the World. I could not 
but be very glad to find an Infalli- 
ble way to end Difputes among 
Chriſtians ; but . Chriſtianity has 
now been in the World near 1700 
Years, and I do not know any Age 
in which there have not been great 
Conteſts and Diſputes, except ſome 
few that were ſo ſtupidly Ignorant 
that Men hardly knew any thing of 
Religion, and then no wonder if 
there were not many Diſputes z 
from whence, I cannot but con- 
clude, that either it is the Will of 
God for wiſe Reaſons, that Con- 
trovecrlies ſhould not be ended ; or 
that an Infallible Judge cannot end 
them, or that there has all this 
while bcen no Infallible Judge. 


But to conſider this Matter more 
methodically ; I have theſe Two, 
I think, ſtrong Reaſons, which 
make me conclude, there is no 
ſuch Jud ze. 1, That 


—— 
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E. That you your felves are not 
agreed who he is. And 


IT. That the Reaſons commonly 
brought to prove that there is, or 
ought to be fuch a one, do, if well 
weighed, rather prove againſt it, 


1. That you your ſelves are not 
agreed who he is, and this is a 
mighty prejudice in a thing of 
this Conſequence; certainly that 
which it appointed by God to end 
all Controverſies , ought to be a 
thing out of Controverſy it elf. 
There ought to be a plain Com- 
miſſion, a plain Delignation of the 
Perſon, or Perſons, that Chriſtians 
might know where to repair in 
their Difhculties. But is this Mat- 
ter plain? Can you aflign us any 
Man, or number of Men, that 
have,l won't fay ſuch ;Commiſſion, 

C 2 but 
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but that in fa&t only have ever 
ſince the Apoſtles Days been repair- 
ed to by Chriſtians, and looked 
upon as their Judge, and their De- 
terminations thought to be Infalli- 
ble? If you can, I for my part ſhall 
very thankfully ſubmit, and own 
the Anthority. But let us ſee what 
the People of your own Church 
ſay about it. You are ſure that 
you have Irfallibility.,, but you 
don't know where it is. Some ſay 
it is in the Pope, as Head of the 
Church, and Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt, 
others ſay, it is in a General Conn- 
cil, but theſe differs. Some ſay, they 
are Infallible if Confirmed by the 
Pope ; others, that their Determi- 
nations do not need his Confirma- 
tion. But beſides theſe, there are 
others that ſay it is (they don't 
know how) in the diffuſeve Body 
of the Church, 


Now 
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Now pray Gentlemen, does this 
found like the Voice of Truth, or 
a Method appointed by God to end 
all Controverſies? In Matters of 
{maller moment we allow Men to 
abound in their own Senſe, and to 
difter from one another ; at leaſt 
we cannot conclude they are all in 
the wrong becauſe they differ ; but 
in this we may, and onght, be- 
cauſe if there were any ſuch thing 
as Infallibility in the Church, and 
that deſigned to be the Guide of - 
all Chriſtians, it coul4 not be a Se- 
cret, or matter of Controverſie 
where it was lodged z we ſhould 
ſee the plain Appointment of Ged, 
or at leaſt we ſhould fee in the Hiſ- 
tory of the Church to whom Chri- 
ſtians had appeal'd in all Ages. 
And for the Chriſtian Church to be 
at uncertainty where to go for ſo 
long a time to end their Diſputes z 
is the ſame ſort of Abſardity that-it 

ET 9 . would 
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would be in a Nation for 1700 
Years together not to know where 
to go for Juſtice. 


But this Abſurdity will appear the 
greater if we coxfeder befides this, 
that tho' the Church of Rome? be 
united together ina ſtrong Bond of 
External Government and Polity, 
yet in truth and reality this Diffe- 
rence about theGuide of theirFaith 
makes them different Churches and 
of difſerent Religions. For a dif« 
ferent Guide and Judge, if he be e- 
ſtzem'd Infallible, muſt make a dif-. 
ierent Rule of Faith ; becauſe his. 
Determinations muſt be part of the 
Rule of Faith; and a different 
Rule of Faith muſt make a diffe- 
rent Religion. To inſtance in par- 
ticular, thoſe that own General 
Councils to be Infallible, muſt take 
their Decrees as part of the Rule 
of their Faith; but now they that 

own 
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own the Pope for Infallible , 
muſt beſides, - take in all his 
folemn Determinations, and fo 
have a much larger Rule of their 
Faith than the other, and ut ma- 
ny Caſes, very difterent, and what 


. may be much more different than 


it i5now ; for it he be indeed Fal- 
lible, as many of them ſay that he 
is, he may determine Vice to be 
Vertue, and Vertue to be Vice, he, 
may fall into great Errors, as other 
Fallible Men may do, and as ſome 
of them in fa& bave done ; and 
yet thoſe of that Church who own 
him to be Infallible, muſt take 
thefe things as part of the Rule of. 
their Faith, and Manners. 


Theſe I take to be undeniable 
Conſequences from the differ- 
ences among them about their In- 
fallible Judge z and I think, from- 
all together, I may well inferr, that 

C.4 there 
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there is no ſuch thing ; ſince 
it ſo much concerns the World, if 
there be any, to be ata certainty 
about it ; and yet the greateſt part 
of Chriſtians know nothing at all 
of the Matter ; and thoſe who do 
pretend to know it are, 1n truth, as 
much at a loſs about it as thoſe that 
ao not; only they agree in a Name, 
which leads them different ways, 
gpcrhaps all wrong, and only more 
irfallibly (ecures them in Error. 


But I would now ſpeak a word 
or two to the ſeveral Pretences to 
it, The firſt Pretender is the Pope, 
who ſcems indced to have the beſt 
Pretence ; for if God do think fit 
to appoint ſuch a one, a ſingle 
Perſon who 1s always ready to 
hear and determine Matters, ſeems 
moſt proper, at leaſt much 
more proper than a number of 
Men to be ſent from all Parts of 

the 
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the World, who can ſeldom meet, 
and never without a great deal of 
trouble ; and this ſeems to be the 
moſt genuine Doctrine of the 
Church of Rome; which makes 
the Pope the Center of Unity, 
makes Communion with him ne- 
ceflary, and a Mark of a True 
Church, and makes his Church the 
Mother and Msſireſs of all Chur- 
ches ; which is hardly Senſe with-- 
out Infallibility, But as to his Pre- 
tence, I ſhall conſider it preſently, 
when I come to examine his S 
macy, for if that fall, his Infalli- 
bility muſt fall along with it. One 
thing only 1 would obſerve here, 
That it ſeems apparent from hence 
that the Primitive Church knew 
nothing of his Infallibulity, in that 
they took to that troubleſome and 
chargeable and tedious way of cnd- 
ing their Diſputes by Conncits ; 
which, fuppoſing he be appointed 
C5 by 


34 Ar Addreſs to thoſe 


by God to determine them, and in- 
abled to do it infallibly, were not 
only uſeleſs and impertinent; but 


indeed dangerous, and very apt to 
turn Men'from the way by which: 


God had appointed the Church 


to be Guided. A number of Men. 
may be good for Counſel and Af-. 
fiſtance of one that is Fallible, but. 


muſt be utterly. unneceſſary and 
an incumbrance to one that is In- 
fallible. And therefore ſince the 
Church has always made uſe of Coun- 
cils either General or Provincial, 


to determine Matters of Faith, I 


may certainly conclude they. knew. 
nothing of. his Iyfallibility. 


| As to General 

IJ Councils, it is not our 
Gouncis,  PreſentBuſmeſs toen- 
quire of what »ſe they 

may be to the Church, or what Ex- 


#ermal” deference is due to them if 


we 


—_ 
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we could have thoſe that are truly 
General ; but whether they are In- 
fallible or not? Now as to thus, I 
would only propole tiz!s one ſhort 
Conſideration. 


That they are not of the ap- 
pointment of Jeſ#s Chriſt, but be- 
un 300 Years after Chriſt by Con+- - 
antine; now whatever Wiſdom 
there may. have been in calling fo-. 
many Biſhops together to e- 
vour by their Authority to Com- 
poſe the Differences of the Church, 
or to Eſtabliſh good Diſcipline, 
yet it was ſtill a Humane Conſtitu- 
tion, and I know no way to annex 
Infallibility to what is ſo. If 3 or 
400 Men meet together, each of 
which is confeſſedly Falhble, they 
muſt altogether be ſo, unlefs yon 
can ſhew a Promiſe from Jeſus 
Chriſt to ſecure them from Error: 
Now if_ there be fuch a —__ 
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this, we Proteſtants expett to find it 
in Scripture; but however, you your 
ſelves cannor pretend to it unleſs it 
be in Scripture, or comes down to 
you by Tradition from Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles. As to Scripture the 
very Name and Thing of a Gene- 
ral Council 1s quite unknown to it 
and as for Tradition, that could as 
little convey down any ſuch Pro- 
miſe, for the whole Thing was un- 
known in the Church for 3co Years, 
not ſo much as the Name ever 
heard of. 

As for the Meeting at Jeruſalem, 
of which we have an account 
in the 15 of the A&s of the Apo- 
files, x was only a Meeting of 
thoſe that were then at Jer»ſaler 
upon occaſion of a Complaint that 
was brought to them; And it wasa 
Meeting of Men, moſt of which 
were by immediate Inſpiration 
gngly Ifalible; and therefore: 

can 
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can be no Preſident for a Meet- 
ing of Biſhops from all Parts of the 
World: And much leſs does this 
which was an accidental Meeting, 
contein an Inſtitution for the future, 
and a Promiſe to make them I»fal- 
[ible when met in a Body together, 
who fingly are but like other 
Men. 


If it be ſaid, that they muſt be 
Infallible becauſe they repreſent 
the QOniverſal Church which is 
Infallible; the Difficulty will 
ſtill return; for tho' we ſhould 
grant the Church to be Infallible, 
yet who appointed this Repre- 
ſentations ? did Jeſus arg Has he 
annexed a Promiſe of I»fallibility 
toit? Without ſuch a Promiſe as 
this,there may be I»fall:b:lity in the 
Church, and yet 3 or 400 Biſhops, 
or the Majority of them may be 
miſtaken, they may be a _— 

Q - 
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of Men packed together to ſerve a 
Turn, they may be guided by Fa- 
Qion or Intereſt, by their own In» 
tereſt, or the Intereſt of thoſe who 
ſend them, as in fat it has been 
more than once; or if they are 
| Men, that will not make them 

ufallible. We may contrive as 
wiſely as we pleaſe, but we can 
never be-certain to annex the Su- 
pernatural Aſſiſtance of God to our- 
own Schemes. 


To conclude this Head, If the In- 
fallibility you boaſt of be fixed in 
General Councils, there was none 
in the Church for 300 Years, when 
yet there was the molt need of 
them, there having been a greater 
number of dangerous Hereſies in 
that Time, than have been in the 
Church ever (ince. But what is 
worle, either there was no true 
Faith and Religzon all that while, 

or- 
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orelſe it muſt be granted, that we 
may have it without an I:fallible 
Guide; Chriftians were then, at 
leaſt in this reſpe&t, in the ſame 
Condition that Proteſtarts are now; 
And I hope it will be granted, that 
we need not deſire to be in a bet- 
ter than they were. 


The Laſt _— for Infallibility, 
is, that it is in the diffuſive Body 
of the Church. But this I believe 
muſt be at laſt reduced to one or 
other of the former; for it will be 
very difficult to (ſhew how the 
Church can exert it's Infallibility ſo 
as to be a Guide, but either by 
means of it's Head which you make 
the Pope, or elſe by the way of a 
General Conncil ;,. there is no other: 
way whereby.thoſe of zour Commu- 
1i0n Can be certain what is the Dy- 
Grine, and what are the Traditions 
of your Churxch but one of, theſe, 

and 
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and, therefore having conſidered 
both of them already,I ſhall proceed 
to confider the way of -Reaſonin 

your Divines commonly make uſe 
of to prove that there either is, or 
ought to be ſuch an Irfallible 


Judge. 


As for what they ſay from Scrip- 
ture, 1t is commonly urged fo cold- 
ty, and with ſo much diftdence, 
that we may ſee they do not lay 
any great ſtreſs upon it : But that 
you may not be amuſed only with 
ſome general Words. in truth 
nothing to the purpoſe, I deſire 
you would conſider, that there be- 
ing no b»fallibility which can ſerve 
to.be your Guide but only that of 
the Pope, or a General Council, no- 
thing from Scripture can be perti- 
nent, but that which proves either 
the one or the other. No Man, 
ar Number of Men can be Infallible 

with- 
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without a particular Aſſiſtance, and 
we cannot be ſure theyare ſo with- 
out a particular Promiſe. And 
therefore when you hear any thing 
alledged from Scripture, only ask 
your ſelves What does this prove? 
Does it prove the Pope to be Infal- 
lible 2 Or does it prove a General 
Council tobe ſo ? If it do not prove 
one of them, it proves nothing in 
this Matter, for you are never the 
_ your Guide for any thing 
elſe, ' 


Now as to General Councils, 1 
have ſhewed already, that there 1s 
not the leaſt hint of them in Serp- 
ture ; and as for the Title of the 
Pope to it, I ſhall confider it pre- 
ſently in examining his Supremacy : 
And in the mean time ſhall take no- 
tice a little what they urge from 
Reaſon to prove that there ought 
to be ſuch a Judge; ought to be 

[ 


42 M4u Addreſs to thoſe 
I ay, for all the Reeſor in the 
World without a Revelation from 
God can never prove' that there 
1s one, it being a thing that de- 
pends meerly upon the appoin- 
ment and good-pleaſure of God. 


The Writers of the Romiſh 
Church, it muſt be confeſſed, talk 
Plauſibly enough when they ex- 
poſe the weakneſs of Human under- 
ſtanding, and the Infirmities* of 
Human Nature ; and I muſt ſay that 
in reading of them I could hardly 
forbear at leaſt to wiſh, that if it 
had pleaſed God, ſome effeftual 
Remedy hadibeen provided to fe- 
cure Men from Error. But this 
did not at all influence me to think 
that God had done fo, and that 
upon theſe Three Accounts. 


1. Becauſe we ſee in fat, that 
neither Mankind in general, nor 
Chri- 
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Chriſtians in particular have been 
ſecured from Errors; that there 
have been as many Conteſts and 
Differences among Chriſtians as 
we can ſuppoſe there would have 
been,taking it for granted that they 
were left in the State, we ſay they 
were, without any I»fal/ible Gnide 
to direft them; and therefore 
whatever force ſuch a Conſiderati- 
on from the neceflity of ending 
Controverſies might have had in 
the firſt Times of our Religion ; 
the matter of Fatt does now in a 

eat meaſure take it off; becauſe 
tt 1700 Years the Church _p% 
been freed from them. | 
whence, as Iſaid before, ' we may 
inferr, either that it is not the 
Will of God that Controverſies 
ſhould be ended, or that an I»fal- 
lible Judge will not end them, or 
that there is no Infallible Fudge ; 
either of which, takes away the 
force of this Argument. 2. Be-. 
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2, Becauſe this whole way of 
Arguing fromthe weakneſs of our 
Underſtanding, and proneſs to 
Error, and the like, proves no- 
thing 1n particular, and- conſe- 
quently does not bring us at all 
nearer Satisfa&tion than we were 
before. The moſt natural Infe- 
rence from it 1s, That every Man 1s 
to be of the Religion of his Coun- 
try; for that makes through work, 
and excuſes us from uſing our Fal- 
lible Reaſon at all in the Matter ; 
whereas in your Way, .however you 
may cry. out of the uncertainty of 
our own Reaſon, yet. you muſt 
uſe it in a great many material 
Points, and indeed, found all the 
certainty you have upon itz you 
muſt for inſtance, Judge by your 
own Reaſon, whether the Chriſt;- 
an Rel:izion be true, or not ; whe- 
ther among all the Profeſſors of 

Chriſti- 
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Chriſtianity, yours be the True 
Church ; whether there be any Ir- 
fallible Judge or no, and who he 
is, and what his Determinations 
are. Theſe are things of great 
weight, -and of a great latitude, 
and indeed take in the chief Points 
of Religion, and yet theſe things 
muſt be judged of by that Reaſon 
which God has given every Man, 
or they cannot be judged of at all ; 
whereas zour whole way of Argu- 
ing from the fallibility of our 
Underſtanding, either proves that 
we cannot judge with certainty of 
theſe Matters, or it proves no- 
thing. 


3. This whole way of talkin 
is to me a ſtrong prejudice againſt 
what you would prove by it. For 
if you had a plain Inſtitution or a 
Promiſe of ſuch a Judg to ſhew, 
there would be no need of this Ar- 


guing 


-46 An Addreſs to thoſe 
guing, that would be Sufficient 
-and without that, no Man can be 
Tzfallible and we may be ſure tht 
Men have no ſuch Commiſlion or 
Promiſe to (ſhew, when they are 
forced to uſe ſo nuchCavilling and 
Diſpute about the matter, which 
is indeed nothing to the purpoſe 
without the other. 


We do with much more reaſon 
inferr, that ſmce God has not 
thought fit to give any ſuch Com- 
miſſion,that therefore we muſt make 
the beſt of thoſe other means which 
he is pleaſed to allow us; to ſearch 
the Scriptures , and endeavour to 
underſtand them as well as we can. 
And this is the Method that our 
Saviour directed, Search the Scrip- 
tures, for in them ye think ye have E- 
ternal Life, and they teſiifie of me. 
From which Words, we may plain- 
ly infer thele following things. 

1. That 


| 
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1. That the Jews had at that 
time no I»falible Guide in Matters 
of Religion ; for if they had our 
Saviour would have direded them 
thither, but we ſee he diredts them 
to the Scripture. 


2. We may inferr that the Per- 
ſons our Saviour ſpoke to, had 
without an Irfallible Guide ſuffici- 
ent Abilities to underſtand the 
Scriptares, and to have true Faith ; 
otherwiſe we may be ſure he would 
not have ſent them thither, and if 
they could underſtand the Old Te- 
ftament without ſuch a Guide, 
much more may Chriſtians under- 
ſtand the New which is much 
eaſier. 


3. We may inferr that Private 
Perſons, (for ſuch our Saviour 
ſpoke to,) may have ſufficient aſ- 

{urance 
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ſurance of Divine Truths from ex- 
amining the Scriptures, tho' they 
go againſt the Governors of the 
Church ;, for our Saviour tells thern, 
that they might find in the 
Scriptures, that he was the True 
Mejſzas, tho' the Chief Prieſts did 
at that time reject him, and were 
afterwards the Authors of his Cru- 
cifixion : All which do abſolutely 
overthrow the necefiity of an I- 
fallible Judge in order to True Faith. 
And there cannot be one thing ſaid 
againſt ProteiFants examining the 
criptures now ; but what would 
have held as well, againſt the 
Command of our Saviour here to 
the Jews ; unleſs they can ſhew us 
a poſitive Inſtitution of an Irfall:- 
ble Guide; but all the Arguments 
from Reaſon, and the imperfecti- 
on of our Underſtanding are per- 
fealy the ſame in both Caſes. 


The 
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The truth is, all our Saviour's 
Preaching did ſuppoſe this, for it 
had been a vain thing to Preach to 
People who had not abilities to 
underſtand : And if we go further, 
to the Preaching of the Apotles, 
we ſhall find that they endeavour- 
ed to prove the truth of what they 
ſaid out of the Scriptures, by which 
they appealed to the Underſtand- 
ing of their Hearers, and made 
them proper Judges of what they 
ſaid, as far as their own Salvation 
was concerned in it. We ſee in 
AFs 17. 11. The Bereans were 
—_— as. more heoaaſ than 
thoſe of Theſſalonica, becauſe th 
rg the Scriptures daily: to y - 
whether the things the Apoſtles prea- 
ched were ſo, or not. The Apoſtle 
St. John commands Chriſtians to try 
the Spirits ;, that 4s, to examine the 
pretenees that any ſhould make to 
the Spirit of God, which ſuppoſes 

D that 
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that their Underſtanding, how 
fallible ſoever, was ſufhcient to 
jadge in theſe Matters. 


M0 


In a word, the Writers and E- 
miſlaries of the Church of Rome, 
do themſelves, when they don't 
think of it, in efte& confels this ; 
for when they bring Scriptxre, and 
other Arguments to perſuade us to 
come over to their Church, T would 
ask them, are we proper Judges of 
theſe things, or are we not? Will 
our Faith bea true Faith, that is 
founded upon theſe Scriptures, or 
theſe Reaſons that you here bring? | 
If it be ſo, then we may under- 
ſtand'for our ſelves, and there is 
no neceſflity in order to true Faith, 
of an Infalible Judge ;, but if it be 
not ſo, there ought to be then an 
end of Diſputesz for it's in vain 
to Diſpute where it's ſuppoſed that | 
we cannot underſtand or judge, and 

all 
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all offering of Scripture or Reaſon to 
rove the. truth of their Opinions 
1s only affront and mockery. 


But it may be it will be ſaid, Don't 
we ſee People difter about the Inter- 
pretation of Scripture? ſome go one 
way and ſome another, and yet all 
are confident of their own; how can 
we be ſure. that we are in the right 
any more than they who are as 
confident in what they ſay as we 
are ? 


Now this ObjcCtion is founded 
upon this, that we cannot have 
certainty of what is once Diſputed z 
which 1s contrary to the Common 
Opinion of Mankind, who would 
have done Diſputing, if they 
thought they could not be certain 
when once Men differed trom them. 
This does indeed overthrow all 
Reaſon and Religion. Some have 

D 2 Ven» 
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ventured to Diſpute the Beimg of 
God, and many more the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion; and yet 1 
hope we may be very certain of 
the Truth of both theſe. But 
would only urge at preſent this oe 
Conſideration. Are all the World a- 
greed about their Infal/ible Fudge ? 
If not, how can they be certain of 
that? But to preſs this Matter a 
little more plainly ; they ſay for 
inſtance, that we can't from Scrip- 
ture be certain of the Divinity of 
our Saviour, becauſe the Socinan's 


a \mallnumber of Men,diſpute that 


Matter. But the fame Socinians 
deny their Infallible Judge, and 
therefore that muſt at leaſt be as un- 
certain as the other : And not on- 
ly the Socinians, but all Prote- 
ants deny it, which nwſt make it 
{till more uncertain ; and not onl 
all the Proteitants, but the Greel, 
Armenian, KXthiopian Churches, ,: 
Va 


c 
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vaſt Body of Men, which muſt (till 
add to the uncertainty ; and not 
only all theſe, but all that in any 
Age or Nation have ever diftered 
from the Church of Rowe; for 
whoever differs from them muſt 
deny their Irfallibility; and con- 
ſequently this muſt have been Diſ- 
puted not only as much as any one 
Point, but as much as all the reſt 


together, 


This, I think, 1s a demonſtrative 
Anſwer to this whole way of Ar- 
guing, and ſhews the manifeſt Ab- 
{urdity of it ; for it makes things 
uncertain becauſe they are Diſpu- 
ted, and yet makes the moſt Dif- 
puted thing in all the World the 
Foundation of all the certainty. 
they have. 


I have been the longer in examin- 
ing this Point of the Ifallibility. 
D 3 of. 


5& An Addreſs tothoſ 


of your Church, as being that 
which is the great ſupport of all 
your other Errors. 


I now proceed to ſpeak ſome- 
thing to the particulars I promiſed; 
and firſt I ſhall begin with Tranſub- 
ftantiation, which is the firſt thing 
Renounced in the Teſs. 


The Senſe of the Church of Exg- 
land in this Matter ſeems to be 
this; That tho' Believers in the 
faithful and due receiving of this 
Holy Sacrament are made Partakers 
of the Benefits of the Death of 
Chriit, that is, of the breaking of 
his Body and the ſhedding his 
Blood, and ſo may be property e- 
nough ſaid to be partakers of his 
Body and Blood, yet that which 
they take into their Mouths 1s real- 
ly but Breadand Wine; but Bread 
and Wine ſet apart for a holy Uſe, 

to 
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to repreſent the breaking of the 
Body and the ſhedding of the 
Blood of our Blefled Saviour z and 
therefore in a Sacramental ſenſe may 
be called his Body and Blood, tho' 
in truth and reality they are but 
Bread and Wine. 


Both Sides do in ſome Senſe 
own a real Preſence of Chriſt in this 
Sacrament, but this one thing, if 
obſerved, will ſufciently ſhew the 
difference; That Proteitants ſay, 
that in the devout and holy Uſe of 
this Sacrament, Chriſt will be pre- 
ſent with his Grace andAfliſtance to 
the Souls of good People; but that 
the Things which appear before us, 
which we cat and drink, are not 
Chriſt, but Bread and Wine. 


Thoſe of the Church of Rome on 
the other fide, ſay, That the 
Thing which lies before thern, 

D 4 which 
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which they put into their Mouths, 
tho' before Conſecration they are 
Bread and Wine, yet upon pro- 
nouncing thoſe Words, This is my 
Body, and this is my Blood, they 
loſe their own Nature and Subſtance 
of Bread and Wine, and become 
very Chriſt, the very ſame Chriſt 
that was Born of the Virgin Mary, 
and that ſuffered upon the Crols. 
And therefore pay them the ſame 
Divine Honour and Worſhip as if 
God or Chrilt did traly and openly 
appear before them, 


Now the whole ground of this 
Diſpute lies in the Words of the 
Inſtitution, This is my Body, and 
this is my Blood. They fay, that the 
Wordsought to be underſtood in 
the plain liceral Senſe; weſay they 
ought to be underſtood as uſed by 
Chriſt in his Inſtituting a Sacra- 
zent, that is, appointing one thing 

ta 
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to bea repreſentation and a memort- 
al of another; and which becaule 
it does repreſent, may very well 
be called by the Name of that 
Thing which 1s repreſented by it, 
which we think to be a very natu- 
ral, eaſy way of ſpeaking, and a- 
qp—_—_ asto that preſent occaſion, 

o to other terms of Speech of the 
ſame nature which had been inule 
among thoſe People to whom our 
Saviour ſpoke. 


But in particular, the time. in 
which our Saviour Inſtituted this 
Sacrament was when they had been 
cating. the Paſſover; which was a 
Feaſt much of the ſame Nature a-+ 
mong the Jews that this is among 
Chriſtians; . that was- appointed by. 
God in -memory of their Delive-- 
rance when the Angel of God de- 
ſtroyed the Firſt-born of all "the 
Egyptians, and this in memory of 

Ds that 


58 An Addreſs to thoſe 
that-much greater Bleſſing to Chri- 
ftians by the Death and Sufferings 
of Jeſus Chriſt. As therefore the 
Maiter of the Family when he di- 
fiributed the Paſchal Lamb, wasto 
ſay, This is the Lord's Paſſover, as 
being Inſtitated in memory of the 
Lord's paſſing over the Houſes of 
the Iſraclites ; ſo now being to In- 
ſtitute a new Sacrament for his 
Church of Chriſtians, as that was 
* for the Jews, he appoints a me- 
mortal of the breaking of his Bo- 
dy and the ſhedding of his Blood, 
and in the very ſame figure of 
Speech that the other was. This 
is my Body, or this is the Lord's 
Body, could be no (ſtrange form of 
Speech to them, who juſt before 
had heard him fay, This is the 
Lord's Paſſover, and who had been 
conſtantly uſed to that form of 
Speech. . And accordingly, we do 
not find that they were 1n any dit- 
ficulty 
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ficulty or ſurprize in the Matter, 
which they could not have avoid- 
ed it the Words are to be under- 
ſtood juſt as they ſound; for it 
was a Matter more than a little a- 
mazing, eſpecially to thoſe who 
never had been ufed to ſuch fort of 
Myſteries, that their Maſter ſhould 
take a piece of Bread in his Hand, 
and with ſpeaking a few Words, 
{hould make it become, without 
any apparent change, that very 
Body which was then ſtanding be- 
fore them. That he ſhould hold his 
own Body whole and entire in his 
own Hand; that they ſhould put 
the ſame oze Body whole and entire 
1ato each of their Mouths, that 
they ſhould eat him firſt, and drirk 
him afterwards, and yet that he 
(ſhould ſtand by them wztonched all 
the while; beſides the very un- 
couthneſs and horror of the Inſti- 
tution, to eat their Maſter, o_ 

{on 
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fon whom they loved, and had 
reaſon to love, and to drink Hu- 
man Blood; theſe are things one 
would think, ſhould at leaſt, ſur- 
prize them a little, and make them 
ask ſome Queſtions about it; for 
they are indeed ſtrange, monſtrous 
Abſurdities; whereas the ſenſe we 
give to the Words is natural and 
eaſy, eſpecially to the Perſons to 
whom they were ſpoken, as being 
uſed to ſuch expreſſions, and who 
had heard the like but juſt before, 
10 a like Caſe. 

I have this one thing more to 
add in this Matter, That as the 
Jewiſh Sacraments were Signs and 
Repreſentations as well as ours, and 
fo were commonly called by the 
Name of what they repreſented , 
fo the inward Bleſlings conveyed to 
them was the ſame that 1s convey- 
ed by the Chriſtian Sacraments; and 
therefore the Apoltle tells us, they 

did 
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did all-eat of the ſame ſpiritual meat, 
and drank of the ſame ſpiritual drink, 
for they drank of that ſpiritual Rock 
that followed them, and 

that Rock was Chriſt. 3,90 
Now here 1s altogether 

as plain evidence that the Jews did” 
eat and drink Chriſt before he was 

Born as the Chriſs;ars do ſince: But 
that is a way of —_ 

which thoſe of' the Church of 
Rome don't yet acknowledge; and- 
we may conclude, that if the A- 
poſtle had known any thing of 
that DoQrine among Chriſtians he 

would have been more wary in his 

Expreſlions, and not have weak- 

ned the credit of it by uſing the 

ſame fort of Words wherenothing 
of the fame thing was meant. 


From hence we- may give an 
account of that large Diſcourſe 
of our Saviour in the Sixth Chap- 

| ter 
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ter of St. John, My Fleſh is Meat in- 
deed, and my blood is drink indeed, 
&c. For it he were Meat and 
Drink to the Jews ſo long before 
he was born, he might in the 
ſame manner be Meat and Drink 
to them ſtill without the porten- 
tous way of putting his Body. into 
their Mouths. 


Chriſt is ſaid to be a Lamb ſlain 
from the Foundation of the World ; 
and in the ſame ſenſe was Meat 
and Drink to all good People 
from the Foundation of the World ; 
that is, the benefits of his Death 
reach backward even to the begin- 
ning of the World though he 
were put to death ſeveral Thou- 
ſand Years after. And they are 
the Benefits of his Death which 
are the great Food of Souls, that 
which gives, and preſerves Life 
in them, as the Life of the Body 

i5 
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' And this ſuggeſts another Conſs- 
deration, That we may know 
what ſort of eating this 1s, if we 
only conſider what ſort of Life is 
kept up by it. The eating and 
drinking of a Body is pre to 
keep up the Life of a Body, but 
its only the inward Grace and 
Aſſiſtance of God that keeps up 
the Life of a Soul ; and there- 
fore we then eat and drink for 
that, when we do by Faith or any 
other method take in that Spiri- 
tual nouriſhment. 


In a Word, Our Saviour ſays, 
He gave his fleſh for the life of the 
World, and we may then not im- 
properly be faid to eat his Fleſh, 
when we receive in that Spiritual 
Life and Nouriſhment procured by 
it. And that this is the Senle isappa- 

rent 
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rent from ſeveral expreſſions in 
that Diſcourſe, as in v. 35: | 
ſus ſaith unto them 1 am the 
ead f Life, he that cometh to 
It never hunger, and he that 
believeth- in me ſhall never thirſt; 
in which words there. are Two 
things which diredtly contradict 
this groſs ſenſe of cating his very 
Body ; Firſt that he alters herethe. 
expreſſion of Eating, and ſo ex- 
plains. himſelf, whoſoever comes to 
me, and whoſoever beljeves in me, 
which ſhews that this Bleſling 
comes by Believing in Chriſt. and. 
not by groſs carnal Eating. Second- 
ly, The Blefling it ſelf is ſuch as 
doesnot belong to all that only ex- 
ternally receive the Sacrament but 
to ſuch only as come to Chriſt with 
true Faithz as may be ſeen not 
only in this Verſe but every 
where through that Diſcourſe, 
thus v. 51. If any man eat of this 
bread 
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bread he ſhall live for ever. And 
Y. 53. 54+ Verily I ſay unto you, ex- 
cept ye eat the Fleſh of he Son of 
Man and drink his Blood ye have 
no life in you, whoſoever eateth my 
Rl and drinketh my Blood hath 
eternal life, and 1 will raiſe hint up 
at the laſt day. Which words are 
very true it underſtood of the 
feeding our Souls by the Benefies 
received from the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt ; but cannot be under- 
ſtood of external cating of him 
in the Sacrament; for very wick- 
ed Men often do that according to 
the Opinion of the Romiſh Church, 
and are only the worſe inſtead of 
being the better for it. 


This I believe is abundantly 
ſufficient to ſhew that the Senſe 
we put upon the Sacramental 
words, This is my Body, &c. is 
natural and ealie, agreeable ou 

tae 
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the deſign of a Sacrament, and 
other expreſſions of the ſame 
kind in Scripture ; and if it be ſo, 
we need not be (olicitous to prove 
any thing more about it; for 
there are ſo many Abſurdities and 
groſs Contradiftions in the contra- 
ry Opinion that we ought to lay 
hold of any thing that can but 
make ſenſe of the Words, and a- 
void thoſe Monſtrous Abſurdi- 
ties, 


But I ſhall now indeavour to 
prove from the Words them- 
ſelves, that the ſenſe which the 
Church of Rome puts upon them, 
cannot be the true ſenſe of 
them. 


1. The Doctrine of the Church 
of Rome is, that our Saviour by 
pronouncing theſe words this 1s 
my Body, made that to be his Bo- 


dy 
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dy which before was only Bread ; 
but certainly the literal ſenſe of 
the words does not import any 
thing of this, and it's the literal 
ſenſe which they muſt ſtick to, or 
elſe the whole ſupport of their 
cauſe is gone; now according to 
all the Rules of caring ought 
to have been his Body before he 
could truly pronounce it to be 
ſo ; but this they' deny, and ſay 
it was only Bread till theſe words 
were pronounced, and that .the 
calling it his Body made it become 
ſo; which is a form of Speech 
quite unknown to the World, and I 
challenge them to bring any Au- 
thor either Sacred or Prophane 
that ever made uſe of words of 
this kind in ſuch a Senſe. 


Since therefore it is confeſſed 
that what our Saviour took into his 
Hands was Bread, and that it re- 

mained 
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mained Bread till the ſpeaking of 
theſe words, This is my Body, and 
ſince thoſe, words in their natural 
conſtruction cannot be underſtood 
to effe# any Change; it mult re- 
main Bread till; and be only | 
the Body of Chriſt in ſuch a ſenſe 
as Bread may be called his Body, 
that is in ſuch a ſenſe as the 
Lamb they eat of but juſt before 
was called the Paſſover; by being 
a Reprefentation. and Commemo- 
ration of it. 


2: Another Argument I would” 
make uſe of 1s. this, that our Sa-" 
viour did not by pronouncing 
thoſe words. make what he gave 
them to be his very Body and 
Blood, becauſe after the pronoun- 
cing of them, he calls what he 
= in. the Cup the Fruit of the 

ane. Verily I ſay unto you I will 
drink no more of the Fonit of 0 
ine 
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Vine, until that day that I drink 
it new in the Kingdom of God ; 
In which words are contain- 
ed theſe three , I think», plain 
Reaſons, which prove, that it was 
Wine and not his Blood that "he 
gave them. 


1. That Heexprefly calls it the 
fruit of the Vine, and the Words, 
they ſay, areto be taken in the lite- 
ral Senſe, and literally nothing elſe 
is the fruit of the Vine but Wire, at 
leaſt, the Blood of Chriſt is not. 


2. In his ſaying that he would 
drink no more of 1t till he drank it 
new in the Kingdom of God, it is 
ſuppoſed that he had heretofore 
drank of what he then gave them. 
But I _— it will hardly be 
aid, that he ever before drank his 
own Blood, , 


3. As 
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2. As the Words ſuppoſe that 
he. had drank before of what he 
then gave them, ſo they do that 
he would drink of it again ; which 
very likely muſt be underſtood of 
his eating and drinking with them 
after his Reſurreftion, tor then the 
Kingdom of God, that is, the new 
State of the Chriſtian Church, was 
come. And therefore unleſs the 
Blood of Chriſt can be properly 


called the fruit of the Vine; unleſs it 


can be ſuppoſed that he had drank 
his own Blood before, and did de- 
ſign to drink it afterward, theſe 
Words muſt evince, that it was 
Wine which he then gave them. 


I would not conceal that tho' 
St, Matthew and St. Mark, recite the 
Words which I have Quoted, 
after the Conſecration of the Cup, 
yet one of the Evangeliſts St. Luke 

recites 
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recites them before, and ſo they 
may ſeem to relate to a Cup that 
went about the. Table at the Paſ- 
chal Supper. But this Objection, if 
well confidered, does: rather the 
more confirm what I have been 
proving; for two of the Evange- 
liſts do place it immediately after 
the Conſecration and delivery of 
the Sacramental Cup, and in them it 
is apparent they can referr tono- 
thing elſe but that. Now if our 
Opinion about this Sacrament, be 
trae, the difference betwixt the 
Evangeliſts in this Caſe, is 
not material, as importing no 
difference at all in the Dottrine 
of the Sacrament, though our 
Saviour's Words are reported 
different ways, and ſo this ſecures 
the Honour and Authority of all 
the Evangeliſts. But if our Savi- 
our's Words are to be underſtood, 
* aSthe Church of Rowe underſtands 


them, 
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them, it's impoſlible in any tolera- 
ble manner to reconcile the Evan- 
eliſts; for St. Matthew and St. 
Merk, muſt, upon this ſuppoſiti- 
on, not only put his Words 
wrong together, and out of that 
order he ſpoke them, but muſt 
alſo quite miſrepreſent hismeaning, 
and that in a Point of great Con- 
ſequence : Which, I believe, can 
be no way conſiſtent with the O- 

inion which the Church of God 
a always had of theſe Goſpels. 
But I ſhall conſider this Matter a 
little more fully in that which 
I have to urge in the Thyd 
Place. 


3. I defire it may be conſidered 
that the Words of our Saviour in 
the Inſtitution of this Sacrament 
cannot be underſtood literally , 
becauſe as they are recited by the 


Evangeliſts they are not +4 | 
the 
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the ſame, but differ as to the lite- 
ral meaning very materially. St. 
Matthew and St. Mark in the Inſti- 
ſtution of the Cup 

recite our Saviour's Mi 25: 28- 
Words thus, This is Luke > _ 
my Blood of the New 

Tiftament which is ſhed for M0 s St. 
Like recites them thus, This is the 
New Teſtament in my Blood. Now 
from this difference among them, 
I would obſerve theſe Two Things, 


1. That the Evangels/ts being ſo 


little curious to recite the very 


ſame Words that our Saviour 
ſpake, could not have any Noti- 
on of a ſtri& neceſlity of a literal 
meaning, and of ſuch a ſtrange 
DoGrine which could have no 
foundation but in the literal inter- 
pr_—_ of the very Words that 
e ſpake; this had been at beſt 
very ſtrange negligence in a 
E Mat- 
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Matter of ſo great Conſequence. 


2. I would obſerve that if our 
Interpretation of the Words be 
true, the Evangeliſts are cally re- 
conciled, as — in the ſame 
general Senſe tho' differing in the 
Expreſlions ; becauſe both of them 
denote a Commemoration of the 
Blood of Chriſt, and of the New 
Teſtament or Covenant founded up- 
on it ; and it is not, then, very ma- 
terial which is placed firſt; but if 
they are - to be taken /teraly it's 
impoſſible ever to make them a- 
greez and ſooneof the Evangeliſis 
muſt not only have miſ-recited our 
Saviour's Words ; but quite have 
miſ-underſtood his meaning, and 
have done what he. could to lead 
People wrong in a great Point of 
Faith : For certainly the ire, real 
Blood of Chriſt is a very diffe- 
rent thing from the New Cenant 


or 
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or Teitament which is founded up- 
on it. 


But it will appear (till of greatet 
Conſequence to keep to the very 
Words which Chriſt {pake if the 
Opinion of the Church of Rome be 
true, that it 1s the repeating the 
Words of our Saviour which effe&#s 
the Trauſubitantiation. For I would 
ask, Suppoſing a Man ſhould Con- 
ſecrate with the Words of St. Luke, 
This Cup is the New Teſtament in my 
Blood, would that change the Wine 

not to ſay the Cup) into the very 
lood of Chriſt? Czrtainly it 
would not do it by force of thoſe 
Words, for they intimate no ſuch 
thing ; and 1t 1s not unlikely but 
thoſe were the very Words our Sz- 
viour (pake, for not only St. Luke 
uſes them, but St. Paul, and that 
upon a ſolemn occaſion when it 
concerned him much to give a true 
E 2 Re- 
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Repreſentation of this Sacrament;as 
you.may ſee, 1 Cor. Chap. 11. The 
occaſion of his mentioning the In- 
ftitution of this Sacrament was ve- 
ry great Irreverence, which ſome 
were guilty of in recerving of it, 
indeed ſuch, as it was almoſt im- 
1mm for them to be guilty of, 
dthey believed what theChurch 
of Rome now believes abont it; 
it was therefore very neceſfary 
that the Apoſtle ſhould ſpeak clear- 
ly and plainly out 2 this matter ; 
and we ſee he does ſolemnly uſher 
in what he ſays with the Authori- 
ty of Chriſt, For I have received of 
the Lord, that which I alſo deliver- 
ed unto you, in &c. And then he re- 
peats the Words as St. Lake does ; 
and not only ſo, but calls the o- 
ther part of the Sacrament Bread 
near Ten times in that Chapter. 


4. The 
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4. The Laſt Argyment I ſhall 
make uſe -of upon this Head, 1s 
this, That the Doftrine of the 
Church of Rowe upon another ac- 
count does not agree with the 
Words of our Bleſſed Saviour. The 
Opinion of that Church is, That 
under each Spectes, as they call it, 
whole 4 is contained, Body, 
Blood, Soul, and Divinity ;, (fo that 
both are but juſt the very ſame 
Thing, in nothing different, but in 
outward appearance, which only 
deceives our Senſes. And it is up- 
on this Opinion chiefly, that they 
ground the denyal of the Cup to 
the People; | becauſe, ſay they, 
ſhould they have the Cup, they 
would have no more, but juſt the 
very ſame thing they had in the 
other Kind : And ſuppoſing their 
Opinion true, the Argument may, 
for any thing I know, have ſome 
force in it; but then they ought 

# nat 
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not to deny us leave to Argue the 
other way ; That, that Opinion 
muſt needs be falfe, which makes 
our Saviour guilty of a great Ab- 
furdity in appointing Two Kinds, 
but both really the fame thing, and 
one of them perfealy unneceſ- 
ſary. | 


But that which 1 would chiefly 
take notice of, - 1s, That this -Do- 
drine of theirs, contradicts the 
IVords of our Saviour, for what 
they make but One Thing he plain- 
ly makes Two, and calls them by 
1wo different Names. The one he 
calls his Bedy, the other he calls 
his Blood, which ſuppoſes them to 
be Two different Things, as plain 
as Words can expreſs them. 


They fay indeed, That in the 
Glorified Body of Chriſt, the Body 
and Blood cannot be yay © => 

. there- 
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therefore were the Words to be ta- 
ken in fuch a ſenſe as to conſider 
them ſeparated, they would con- 
tain'a great Abſurdity ; ſo that 
wherever the one 1s, the other by 
conconntancy muſt be there too. 


But who told them, that the 
Glorified Body of Chriſt is in the 
Sacrament 2 The Words of the 
Inſtitution intimate no ſuch thing, 
but ſpeak of his Body givez and his 
Blood ſbed, which certainly was 
ſeparate from his Body. But how- 
ever, this is arguing from Reaſon 
againſt the Words, and 1s juſt the 
very {ame thing which they con- 
demn as Heretical in us; And if 
this be once allowed, they muſt 
throw off the whole Dodtrine ; for 
we can ſhew them Ten times as © 
many Abſurdities in the DoGrine 
of Tranſuit antiation, as they can 
in ſuppoſing the Body and Blood 
| E 4 of 
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of Chriſt to ſubſiſt ſeparately. 


In ſhort, either we muſt ſtick 
to the very Words of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, or we muſt not; if we 
muſt, their Opinion muſt be falſe ; 
which makes what our Saviour 
calls Two Things, to be but Ore; 
if we muſt not ſtick to the very 
Words, but interpret .them ac- 
cording to right Reaſon and other 
Placesof Scripture, they then give 
up their Cauſe. 


To conclude this Head, What 
Reaſon can there be imagined why 
our Saviour ſhould in a ſolemn 
manner, at different Times, and 
under different Names, give the 
very ſame thing ? call the one his 
Body, and the other his Blood, 
when according to the Nature of 
the Thing he might as well have 
inverted the Names, and have 

called 
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called that his Blood, which he 
calls his Body, and fo on the 0- 
ther ſide. There cannot, I believe, 
be any Reaſon thought of but on- 
iy _ That the one Kind, the 
ead, was very proper to re 
ſent the breaking of bis Body; = 
other the Wine, to repreſent the 
ſhedding of his Blood; which is 
the very thing that we would 
have; for then there is a ſufficient 
Reaſon for theſe Names without” 
any Bodily Preſence at all. 


I have been the longer in con-- 
ſidering the Senſe of the Scripture 
in this Matter, becauſe your Wri-' 
ters commonly boaſt more of the - 
Scripture being for you in this Caſe, 
than in any other Controverties 
betwixt us : And, I think, I have 
proved more than I need have 
done, in proving that the Senſe 
your Church puts upon the Words 

E $ of 
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of our Saviour, carrot be the true 
Senſe of them : It being ſufficient 
in a Matter of this Nature, which 
is loaded with ſo many Abſurdi- 
ties, to have ſhewed that they did 
fairly admit of another Interpreta- 
£110n. 


But having ſo fully Confuted 
this Doctrine out of the Scriptures, 
I am now more at liberty to ſhew 
you the groſs Abſurdities and the 
monſtrous ContradiQions that are 
involved in it ; tho' jn truth, it 1s 
ſo full fraught with Contradi&i- 
ons that it's a hard matter to know 
where to begin; I ſhall therefore 
content my ſelf juſt to repeat ſome 
of them which are ready Colle&ed 
to my hand, by a Great Divine of 
our own. | 


—_— th, © That there ſhould 
: © be Accidents without a 
- © Sub- 
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* Subject, that is, That there ſhould 
* be, length and nothing long, 
* breadth and nothing broad, thick- 
* neſs and nothing thick, whiteneſs 
* and nothing. white, roundneſs 
* and nothing round, weight and 
* nothing heavy, ſweetneſs and 
* nothing ſweet, moiſture and no- 
* thing moiſt, fluidneſs and nothing 
* flowing, many actions and no a- 
* gent, many paſſions- and no pa- 
* tient, that 1s, that there ſhould 
* be a long, broad, thick, white, 
* round, heavy ſweet, moiſt, flow- 
* ing, aCtive, pathve nothing, 


* That Bread ſhould beturned 
*;nto the Subſtance of Chriſt, and 
*yet not any thing of that Bread 
* become any thing of Chriſt, nei- 
© ther the Matter, nor the Form, 
* nor the Accidents oi Bread, be 
* made either the Matter or the 
* Form or the Accidents of Chriſt. 

© That: 
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* That Bread ſhould be turned 
* into nothing, and at the ſame 
* time with the ſame Action be 
© turned into Chriſt, and yet that 
* Chriſt ſhould not be nothing. 


*That the ſame thing at the 
* ſame time ſhould have 1t's juſt di- 
* menſions, and juſt diſtance of it's 
© Parts one from another, and at 
* the ſame time ſhould not have it, 
* but all its Parts together in the 
* felf-ſame Point. | 


© That the Body of Chriſt which 
*15 much greater ſhould be con- 
*tained wholly in that which is 
* eſs, and that not once only, but 
* as many times over as there are 
*Points in the Bread and Wine. 

*That the ſame thing at the 
* ſame time ſhouid be wholly a- 
*bove it ſelf, and wholly below 
- * it ſelf, within it ſeIfand without 
Fit 
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* itſelf, on the right Hand and on 
6 - left Hand, and round about it 
« (elf, 


*That the ſame thing at the 
* ſame time ſhould move to and 
* from it ſelf and lie ſtill ; or that 
*it ſhould be carried from one 
* place to another through the 
* middle ſpace, and yet not 
* move. 


© That to be One ſhould be fo 
© be undivided from it ſelf, and yet 
* that one and the ſame thing 


* ſhould be divided from it ſelf. 


© That a finite thing may be m 
* all Places at once. 


© That there ſhould be no cer- 

© tainty- in our Senſes, and yet | 
* that we ſhould know ſonie things 
* certainly, and know nothing 
© [ Cor- 
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* [Corporal] but by our Senſes. 


* That, that which is, and was 
* long ago, ſhould now begin to 
* be. That the ſame thing ſhould 
*be before and after it (elf. 


© That it ſhould be poſlible that 
* the ſame Man, for Example, You 
* or I, may at the ſame time be a- 
* wake at Lendon, and not awake 
© but aſleep at Rowe ; there run or 
© walk, here not run or walk, 
* but ſtand ſtill, fit, or liedown; 
© there ſtudy or write, here 
* do. nothing but dine or ſup; 
* there ſpeak, here be ſilent ; that 
* he may in one place freeze with 
* cold, in another burn with heat ; 
* that he may be drunk in one place, 
© ſober in another ; valiant in one 
* place, a coward 1n another ; a 
* Thief in one place, and honeſt 
* manother z that he may be a =_ 

c pl 
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* piſt and go to Maſs in Rome, a 
* Proteſtant and go to Church in 
© England; that he may die in 
* Rome, and live in England ; or 
* dying in both Places, may go to 
© Hell from Rowe, and to Heaven 
* from England. 


* That the Body and Soul of 
* Chriſt ſhould ceaſe to be where 
*1t was, and yet not. go to ano- 
* ther place, nor be deſtroyed. 


Theſe are ſome of thoſe mon- 
ſtrous ContradiQtions which are in- 
volved in this Doctrine of Tran- 


ſubſtantiation ;, 1 (hall only obſerve 


theſe few things more about this 
Matter, and then conclude this 
Point. 


1. That you ought not for the 
avoiding of theſe Difficulties to con- 
tent your ſelves to believe in ge- 

neral 
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neral that ſomehow or other, you 
don't know how, this Sacrament 
is the Body of Chriſt; for your 
Church has determined the Matter, 
that it is the very Body of Chriſt 
which was Born of the Virgin 
Mary, and was afterward Crucified, 
and that there remains no ſubſtance 
of Bread but only this Body of 
Chriſt after Conſecration. 


2. I would obſerve that none of 
theſe Diffigulties are taken off by 
conſidering Chriſt's Body as glori- 
fied, for beſides, that if it be a 
Body (till, it muſt have the Pro- 
perties. of a Body, this Sacrament 
was Inſtituted while our Saviour 
lived in the World, and had juſt 
ſuch a Body as other Men, of the. 
ſame bigneſs, and all other quali- 
ties as to his Body the ſame. And 
therefore in interpreting theſe 
Words This is my Body, all the 

Difhcul- 
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Difficlties are (till the ſame as if he 
were now living ; or as they would 
be, were they ſpoken of the Body 
of any other Man. 


3. I deſire that you would con- 
ſider, that you may be ſure we do 
not miſ-underſtand nor miſ-repre- 
ſent your Opinion, becauſe theſe 
Abſurdities are what your owr 
Divines take notice of, as well 
as ours, and do not pretend to 
be able to give any diret Anſwer 
to them. 


4. I would obſerve, That tho' 
theſe Contradictions are ſo appa- 
rent and ſtaring that no Body that 
hears of this Dodrine can well 
mils of them, yet they are new, 
and none of them ever heard of in 
the Church for many Hundred 
Years; from whence we inferr, 
that the Dodrine it ſelf was as lit- 
tle heard of. 5. We 
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5. We do not find that any 
Chriſtian for many Hundred Years | 
ever denied or diſputed the truth 
of this DoQtrine, from whence we 
cannot but conclude, that it was 
then unknown, in the Church ; for 
it muſt have had ſtrange good for- 
tune to eſcape without any Con- 
tradiction, when all the Articles 
of the Creed had been Diſputed 
round. 


6. As this was not diſputed or 
denied by any Chriſtians,. ſo nei- 
ther was it objected againſt the 
Chriſtian Religion by any Hea- 
then, not even by Julian himſelf, 
who, as being an Apoſiate, muſt 
have known all the Secrets of our 
Religion; whereas in truth, there 
had been Ten times more weight 
in this, than in all the Objections 
together which they made ule of . 
againſt Chriſtianity. 

7. There 
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7. There were ſeveral things in 
the Primitive Church inconſiſtent 
with the belief of this Dodrine, 
in particular that of mixing Water 
with the Wine, the Water to re- 
preſent the People, as the Wine re- 
preſented the Blood of Chriſt; of 
which St. Cyprian | 
gives us a full Ac- 9 0 
count, c 


8. I would obſerve, That the 
Church of Rome can aflign no pe- 
culiar neceſlity, or uſefulneſs of 
this Sacrament above others, that 
ſhould give a probable Reaſan of 
the mighty ditference betwixt this 
and others, and of ſuch a ſtrange 
wonderfuf Diſpenſation as thg eet- 
ing our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf : 
Nay, with them both BapPiſas and 
Confeſſion are eſteemed much more 
weceſ/ary, and the omiſſion of mn 
| m 
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more darngerows than the omiſſion 
of this Sacrament. 


9. To conclude this whole Mat- 
ter, I think, I have ſufficiently 
ſhewed. that this Do&rine has no 
foundation 1n Scripture-z I would 
have conſidered at large the Senſe 
of the Primitive Church in it; and 
I do not queſtion but to have been 
able very clearly to make out that 
it was a Dodtrine quite unknown 
to the Church of God for many 
Ages; but that was not conſiſtent 
with the Brevity I am at preſent 
forced to uſe; I would therefore 
only obſerve this one thing, That 
we ought not to conclude this to 
have been the Doftrine of the Fa- 
therg only from ſome accidental 
or general Expreſſions which they 
fometimes make uſe of ; It's plain 
that none of them deſrgnedly treat 
of this Matter, or explazy it to us, 

none 
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none of them recite it among the 
Articles of their Faith, none of 
them take any notice of the dif- 
ficulties of it, no Chriſtians appear 
to have been ſhocked at this Do- 
&rine, and 'no Heathens to have 
ObjeFed it z all which could hard- 
ly have been avoided had this 
been the conſtant Dodrine of the 
 Catholick,Church. 

And as for General Expreſſions, 
the calling what they received the 
Body and Blood. of Chriſt, that could 
not be avoided, the Nature of the 
thing requiring them even accord- 
ing to oxr Opinion of this Matter : 
And we ſee that notwithſtanding 
we have made ſuch expreſs Decla- 
rations againſt the Doctrine of the 
Church of Rome, and that by rea- 
ſon of this Controverſy we expreſs 
our ſelves more cautiouſly, than we 
may ſuppoſe the Fathers would do 
before any Controverſy was _ 

ve 
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ved about it, yet ſome general Ex” 
preſſions of our own Divines are of” 
ten turned againſt us by thoſe of 
the Church of Rome, and there is 
no queſtion but were the Authors 
of themas Old as the Fathers, they 
would be as confidently quoted for 
the Proof of Tranſubſiantiation as 
any Sayings of the Fathers now 
are. : 

And this ſhews us how this Do- 
Arine, tho' monſtrous in it elf, 
might under the Covert of ſuch 
General Expreſſions, without any 
great ſtir or buſtle, znſenſebly creep 
into the Church, eſpecially in 
very Jenorant and Superſtitions 
Times ; tho' after all, &ur Divines 
have ſufficiently traced the foot- 
{teps of it, and ſhewed the pro- 
preſs it made, and the oppofition 
it met with in the World before 
itcould be Eſtabliſhed. ' 

| e 
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The next thing to be ſpoken to 
is the Idolatry of the Church 
Rome. Ir the Sacrfice of the Maſs, 
and in the Invocation of the Bleſſed 
Virgin, and of other Saints, as it 
1s praiſed in that Church. 


Now Idolatry may be of twe 
ſorts. | 

I. When People worſhip any 
thing for the Suprexze God, which 
really is not ſo. 


IT. When they give that Worſhip 
to any Creature, which 1s due only 
to God, and which he has appropri- 
ated to himſelf. | 


As to the firſt ſort of Idolatry 
that of Worſhiping ſome thing as 
the Supreme God which realy is 
not ſo, we do not charge the 
Church of Rome with it,unleſs per- 


haps 
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haps the worſhipping of what is but 
Bread and Wine in the Sacrament 
inſtead of Feſus oat 6 may come 
under that head; I ſay, perhaps 
here, becauſe I would not enter 
into any thing, beſides the main 
cauſe, that may be conteſted ; for 
_——_ Chriſt be God, and they 
worſhip ſome thing as Jeſus Chriſt 
which is not ſo, yet the miſtake 
being chiefly about his Human Na- 
ture, I would not poſitively affirm 
a thing which may bring on any 
diſpute, which 1s not to our 


purpoſe. 


This they do not deny, that 
they give the higheſt Divine Wor- 
ſhip, which they call Latria, to 
that Obje&t, which they take in- 
to their hands, and put into their 
Mouths in receiving this Sacra- 
ment; which I ſhall at preſent call 
Holatry, but with a promiſe to re- 

cant 
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recant it whenſoever they ſhall 
anſwer the Reaſons I have given 
to-prove that what they thus A- 
dore 1s only Bread and Wine; or 
whenever they ſhall give me a 
more proper Name, by which I 
may call that great Sin of giving 
the higheft Divine Worſhip to a Crea- 
tyre, The truth 1s, that ſuch a 
Worſhip may not only be called 
Idolatry, but the moſt abſurd and 
ſenſeleſs Idolatry, that ever the 
World fell into : But this I ſhall 
not now infiſt upon, having ſpok- 
en ſo much already to that which 
is the foundation of it, the Do- . 
arine of Tranſubſtantiation. _—y 


The other Matter in which we 
charge them with [dolatry, is, the 
Invocation of the Bleſſed Virgin, and 


other Saints. Now in this we do 


not charge them with owning an 
of thoſe to be God, but only wir 
F giving 
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giving them that Worſhip and Ho- 
nour which cannot lawfully be gi- 
ven to any thing which is but a 
Creature. In ſpeaking to this, I 
ſhall conkider theſe Two Things. 


1. Whether the giving to a 
Creature the Worſhip due only to 
God, may not be properly termed 
Iolatry, tho' at the ſame time we 
pay that Worſhip, we own it not 
to be God, but a Creatare ? 


2. Whether the Worſpp given 
to Saints by the Invocationpratiſed 
in the Church of Rome, be of that 
ſort, ſuch as God has appropriated 
to himſelf, and conſequently ſuch 
as becomes Idolatrow when applied 
to a Creature. 


1. As to the firſt of theſe, Thoſe 
of the Roman Church cannot deny 
but it mult be a very great Sin to 

g1ve 
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give the Worſhip of God to Crea- 
twres ; but they deny it to be pro- 
perly [dolatry., We on the other 
fide, grant, that it is not {dolatry, 
in the higheſt ſenſe of the Word, 
and in the ſenſe in which they 
commonly underſtand it, viz. The 
owning a Creature to be God. $6 
that ſo far we are agreed ; but 
then we ſay, that Word may be 
uſed in a lower ſenſe, to denote 
what they grant to be a Sr, as well 
as we, but will not. call it by that 
Name, ſo that our difference in 
this Matter, is only about the wſe 
of a Word. | 


Now we-think our ſelves in the 
right in the uſe of this Word, up- 
on theſe Accounts, 


T1. Becauſe we have no other 
Name to expreſs that which is not 


denied to be a very great Sin, 
F 2 The 
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The giving God's Worſhip to Crea- 
txres; and having nopeculiar Name 
for it, we think it not improper to 

ive it the Name of that Sin which 
1s of neareſt -affinity to it, and of 
the ſame general kind ;; as is done in 
many other Caſes. Thus our Sa- 
viour calls _— upon a Woman 
to luſt afier her, by the name of 
Adultery, and the like. The next 
ſtep to owning a Creatare to be God, 
is to give itthe Worſhip due to God, 
and therefore we think it not at- 
all improper to call theſe two Sins 
by the ame general Name, eſpeci- 
ally having no Word in our Lan- 
guage, more proper by which we 
may expreſs 1t. 


2. We think our ſelves fully ju- 
ſtified in the expreſſion, becauſe 
the Scripture does every where 
charge the Heathen Worſhip of 
their Gods and Inages in general, 

with 
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with the Crime of Holatry; tho' 
nothing can be.more apparent thary 
that many of- the Heathen owned; 
only oze Supreme God, and that all. 
of them looked upon many of the: 
Gods whom they Worſhipped, not 
as Supreme, but as Gods. of an I-- 
ferior. Nature, and had much the: 
ſame Opinion of them, as the Ro-, 
maniſts . have now of Saints and. 
Angels, and had the very ſame pre-- 
tences and excuſes for the Worſhip- 
ping of them which the Romaniſts 
make uſe of. to defend themſelves. 
They owned many of their Gods 
to have been born, and to have. 
dyed, and it,was hardly poſlible to 
look upon any ſuch, to be the S#- 
preme God. In a Word, There is.. 
nothing more evident than this, 
that they had ſeveral Ranks, and 
Orders, and Degrees among their 
Gods, and it was impoſlivle to 
look upon all theſe to be Supreme - 
F 3 And 
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And yet the Scripture every where 
without any diſtinction, charges 
their whole Worſhip with Idalatry; 
and fo do the Primitrae Fathers, 
as well as the Scriptures ; particu- 
larly, they thought it to be [dole- 
try to throw a Hittle Incenſe into 
the Fire before the Statxes of their 
Emperors. From whence we may 
plainly inferr theſe Two Things ; 


Firſt, That they thought that 

there might be Izolatry in giving 
fuch Worſhip as was appropriated 
to God, to Creatures, tho'they were 
not pretended to be any _y elſe 
but Creatures, only Creatures high- 
ly exalted, and in high Favour 
with God, as Saints and Angels are 
{uppoſed to be. 


Secondly, That they looked up- 
on the offering of I-cenſe, to be a 
part of Worſhip appropriated #0 yo 

a 


- 
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and that _ not be given to a 
Creature without the Crime of Io- 
latry; which is a Matter the Church 
of Rome have reaſon to conſider 
well of, who offer it every Day 
to thoſe, who however they may 
have been better Mex, are certain- 
ly no more Gods than the Heather 


mperors Were. 


To conclude this Matter, The 
ſenſe of the Primutive Church in the 
buſineſs of [dolatry, is plainly ſeen 
in this, that they every where ac- 
cuſe the Arians of [dolatry for Wor- 
ſhipping of Jeſus Chriſt, for this ve- 
an; Fa ber” 6 they owned 
him not to be God, or at leaſt, 
not the Supreme God ; from whence 
it plainly appears, that they had 
the ſame Notions in this Caſe, that 
we now have, That Men may be 
guilty of Idolatry in giving Drvine 
Worſhip ta what they believe is not 
God. F 4 Third- 


ws a. tt *_- _ 
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Thirdly, The Apoſtle calls Cove- 
touſneſs Idolawry ; which, tho' it 
be a figurative Expreſſion, yet 
however, denotes to us the thing 
for which I am now pleading. The 
Covetous Man does not look upon 
his Money to. be his God, or intend 
to give it any of that Worſhip be 
thinks due to God; I believe no 
Covetous Man in the World can 
be juſtly charged with either of 
theſe ; but becauſe he places his 
Heart and - his Afe@ions upon it, 
which ought to be given to none 
but God ; becauſe his Money is 
the thing in which he puts his tr-ſt 
and his confidence, therefore 1t 15, 
that he is ſaid to nuke an [Aol of 
it, and to be guilty of [dolatry : 
And fo it 1s as to the Worſhip- 
ping of Saints, tho' their Worſhip- 
pers know very well that they are 
not Gods, yet becauſe they give 

tnem 
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them the Worſhip of God, that 
outward Adoration, and inward 
Reverence, hope, truſt, and 

dance which are due only to "Get, 
they do by that make them Llols, 
and are juſtly chargeable -with Ido- 
latry. . 


I now proceed to the Secord 
Point, To (bew, that the Wor- 
ſhip which the Church of Rome 
gives to the Bleſſed Virgin, and 0- 
ther Saints, by the Invocation pra- 
Fiſed among them, is Divine Wor- 
ſhip, ſuch as ought to be given to 
none but God. 


We are not concern'd 'a 
ſent, to enquire into.the Dothine | 
of the Church of Rome, but mto - 
the PraFice'; that being the thing _ 
particularly Cenſur'd in the Teſt- 
AZ; tho' indeed, the Prad#riee of 
any Church, 15 the beſt oh 
= OT » 
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of Her Do&rine. The Comnncil of 
Trent leaves this Matter in general 
Terms, determines that we mnſt 

' ſeek the help and aid of 
| _—_— the Saints, but does 
mh 00%+35 not fix the meaſures of 
it : However, ſince it does not 
Cenſure what was then the Com- 
mon Practice of that Church, we 
may take it for granted, that the 
meaning of the Conncl was, that 
we muſt; ſeek their aid and help in 
the Methods which were then in 
#ſe; for if they diſapproved of 
what was then commonly Pra- 
Qiſed, it concerned. them much to 
fpeak out, as toſet their own Peo- 
ple right, and to keep them out of 
dangerous PraQtices; ſo alfo ta 
vindicate the Honour of their 
Church, which was then openly 
charged with Idolatry upon ac- 

cauat of thoſe Pradtices. 


We 
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We agree with the Church of. 
Rome in this, That we ought to 
have a great honovrr and reſpeZ for 
the Saints of God. That we oughe 
to love their Memory, to endea- 
your to imitate the good Exam 
they have left us, and to blefs God 
for the Benefits he has beſtowed up- 
on the Church by their means. 


And above other Saints, we 
ought to have a great eſteem and 
value for the Bleſſed Virgin, who 
had the Honour to be the Mother 
of our Lord, and by that, to be 
ſo nearly concerned in the greateſt” 
Blefling that ever was beſtowed 
upon the World, 


But we differ from that. Church 
in this, That they Adore the Szints 
and Pray to them; and that:not. as 
one Friend would: defire another 
to Pray for him, but with all the 

ſell 
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folemn Ceremonies and Circum- 
Rances of Prayer, and with the 
very ſame with which they pray ta 
God ; they do it in their Churches, 
Kmeling, and with their Eyes lift 


«p to Heaven, and with all the ſigns 


of Devotion which can be ſhewed, 
not only from one Creature to ano- 
ther, but from a Creature to ws 
Creator. They make Vows to them; 


burn Ircenſe to their Images; dedi- 


cate themſelves to their Service 
make Offerings to them, and the 
like. 


They pray to them direQtly 
to beſtow Bleſſings upon them. 
Thus in the Office of the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin, She is not only cal- 
led the Gate of Heaven, but ſhe 
15 intreated to looe the bonds of the 
Guilty, to give light to the Blind, 
and to drive away our Evils, and to 


ſoew her ſelf ta be a Mother. They 
pray 
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pray to her therein, ' for Purity of 
fe, and 4 ſafe Condu# to Heaven. 
She is commonly called the Pzeer 
of Heaven, the Mother . of Mercy, 
and which is moſt Shameful of 
all, The Pſalms of David, Com- 
poſed for the Honour of God, 
and which contain the higheſt 
ſtrains of Devotion which a. Crea-- 
ture can give to God, are by a 
Saint of that Church 
turned-to the Honour of 
the Virgin, by pany her Name 
where the Name of. God is put by 
David : And this was neither Cen- 
ſured by the Council of Trent, 
nor has been by any Pope, that I 
can hear of, to this Day ; but on 
the contrary, the Author of it has 
been Canomzed, and the Book is 
in Common uſe, which perhaps, is 
one of the blackeſt pieces of Idola- 
try that ever was in the VVorld, 
And tho' a Church nuſt not al- 


ways 


Bonaventura 
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bear the Guilt of what is 

blidd by private Perſons in 
Companion, tho' it dopaſs wich- 
out Cenfure; Yet conſidering how 
careful that Church has been in ma- 
ny Matters of much lefs moment 
eſpecially where her own Authority 
1$ concerned, and how folicitous 
they are to- keep Books that make 
againſt them, out of the Hands of 
their People, it looks at leaſt, 


like he oy the __ jt 


, to let pv, os DIG 
ba without Cenfere, I to in- 


coxrage it (o far, as to. make the 
Author of it a Saint. 


Thefe, and many other In- 
ſtances, might be given of the 
—_—_ they Hive to the Bleſſed 

Firgin; and they are ſome- 
what more zvodeſt, with relation 
to other Saints; yet what Fn wa 
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taken notice of already, may ſuf- 
ficiently ſhew, that they give them 
the VVorſhip which God has a 
propriated to himſelf, I w 
only therefore mention further, 
that in many Inſtances, they pray 
to them to beſtow thoſe BI 
which only God can give, ſuch as to 

the Gates of Heaven, to unty the 
bouds of their Iniquity, to hedl their 
ſpiritual Maladies ; and many 0- 
ther of the ſame Nature, of which, 
I ſhall give them Examples at large, 
if required, or, if I find it necef- 
fary to confirm any thing that I 
have now ſaid. 


F now proceed to take> notice of 
ſome of thoſe Reaſons we have 
to prove, that this Irocation is 
part of that Worſbip which God has 
appropriated to himfelf, and which 
conſequently cannot be given to- 
any Creature, without the Crime of 

atry.. I» L 
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* I. I defire it may beconſfidered, 
m po Scri = does "uy 
where of - Prayer as applie 
to and to. = U* and 
that withoat the leaſt intimation 
of any ſuch DiſtinFions as are 
made uſe of in the Church of 
Rome. VVe have in the Old Teſta- 
ment, the Hiſtory of the Church 
of God, for near 4000 Years ; and 
in all that time, there 1s not the 
leaſt inſtance, or intimation, of a- 
ny Prayer put up.to any Creature. 


It may be it will-be ſaid, That 
the Saints were not then in Hea- 
wer, and ſo were not in a condi- 
tion to hear the Prayers that ſhould 
be put up to them, and had not fo 
much Favoxr with God, as they 
may be ſuppoſed to have now, 
ſince the ReſurreFion of Chriſt, that 
he has admitted them ſo nearly in- 
to his Preſence, 

Now 
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Now in Anſwer to this, I ſhall 
not at-preſent, pretend to deter- 
mine, whether the Saints of .the 
Old Teſtament were in Heaven be- 
fore Chriſt's ReſurreFion, or not ; 
nor whether they, and other Sazrts 
ſince are there now ; becauſe a 
great many Chriſtians of no mean 
Authority in the Church of God, 
have been of different Opinions 
in theſe Matters; only T think theſe 
two or three Things, are very 
plain. 


1. 'That Enoch and Elias were 
ſuppoſed by a great many, before 
our Saviour's time, to be in Heaven; 
and they muſt have been looked 
upon by them, to be very great Fa- 
vourites of God, by being taken 
out of this World in ſo ſtrange and 
wonderful a manner, as the Scrip- 
ture tells us they were ; and yet 
we hear as little of praying to 

them, 
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them, as to. any other Perſon, 


2 Suppoſing it not agreed up- 
on then, whether Sazwte were 1n 
Heaven, yet all agreed that the 
Angels were, And they were al- 
together as well capacitated to hear 
and anſwer Prayers, which ſhould 


have been putup to them then, as ' 


they are ow, and yet we find as 
little of Mens praying to Argels, as 
they did to Sarzts in thoſe Times. 


3. Whatever Reaſon can be al- 
_ " figned for praying to Creaturcs now, 
would have held as well ther; 
whatever meceſſity, or conveniency, 


or advantage, or fitneſs there may | 


be init, were all the fame, and in- 
deed much greater then, than 
they are now, upon thefe Two 
Accounts, 


1. Be- 


© tr ww: @& IaAc HY = _ r dd bf 


F 
it ts, 4 +@1@O@7/@ #a< £©a=s 


of the Roman Communion. 115 


x. Becauſe the Chriitian Religion 
is of it ſelf a State of much greater 
Perfedion than any Diſpenſation 
that was before it. God has in it 
revealed himſelf more clearly and 
plainly to the World, has more e- 
videnced his Love and Tenderneſs 
to Mankind, has given us greater 


' incouragements to draw near to. 


him; He ſpeakstous in the Goſpel 
33 a Father to his Children, as a 
reconciled - Father ' in Jeſns Chriſt, 
and therefore accordingly, in that 
Form of Prayer which our Saviour 
has left ns, that is the Appellation 


which he has taught ns to make 


uſe of, Our Father which art in 
Heaven, Now, why ſhould a Child 
be afraid to approach the Preſence 
of his Father? Or, what need has 
he of-any body to introduce him? 
Under the Jewiſh Diſpenfation, 
when the Law was given with 
Thunderings and Lightnmgs, _ 
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God -was called by the terrible 
Name of the Lord of Hoſts, there 
might be more reaſon. to think of 
ſome body to introduce them. to 
his Prefence ; which yet we donot 
find was ever recommended, or 
practiſed among them : How much 
more may -Chriſtians come with 
boldneſs to the Throne of Mercy, and 
expect to find Grace to help in time 
of need But what is more con- 
fiderable : 


2. Chriſtians have Chriſt for their: 


Mediator, who is able to ſave to the 
attermoſt. all thoſe that come to God 
by him; He is in Heaven ready to 
plead their cauſe, and. to get their 
Prayers heard, and their Perſons ac- 
cepted ; and they that have ſuch an 
Advocate, need not fly to any elſe. 
But it was not ſo with the Church 
before Chrif#; and therefore if the 
thing had-been at all lawful, -=_ 
1a 
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had much more reaſon to make 
Seintz and Angels their Patrons, 
than Chriſtians have. And yetwe 
fee that in the Account which we 
have in the Bible of the Church of 
God before Chriſt for near 4000 
Years, there is not the leaſt hint 
of any thing of this kind. 


3- What I have faid already, 
that all along in the Old Teſtament, 
Prayer isappropriated to God, and 
that without any reſerve, or diſtin- 
Gion, may be ſufficient to ſhew the 
Mind of God in that Caſe : But I 
have this further to add, That the 
{ame Scripture, adds with the ſame 
general words, condemn as Idola- 
trons all the o/d Heather Worſhip : 
Now I have ſhewed before, that 
much of this Worſhip was paid to 
Creatures, under the ſame Notions 
and Apprehenſions, that thoſe of 
the Church of Rowe Worſhip Sarmts 

and 
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and Angels; indeed there was this 
difference, that moſt -of thoſe 
Worſhipped in the Church of 
Rawe, were probably gaod Crea- 
twres, as molt of thoſe whom the 
Heethens Worlhipped, were bad 
ones, and it may be Devils: But 
this diſtinQion of good of bad Grea- 
tures, may make the Worſhip more 
or leſs Irons, but not more or 
| les Jdolatrons; whatever will make 
it Holatry mm the one Caſe, will 
make it fo in the other. The Wor- 
ſhip ted to God, is no more 
due to a good Creature, than it is 
to a bad one; ſince therefore I 
have ſhewed, that the Scripture 
every where condemns the Wor- 
{hip which the Heathen gave to 
what they owned not to be God, 
and which they did not intend to 
Worſhip as the Supreme God ; I 
fay, ſince this is condemned, not 
only as Inmpiows, for chooſing ill 


Crea- 
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Creatures, but as HMolatrow for 
giving what belonged only to God : 
this maſt equally prove all Creature 
Worſhip to be Idolatrows. 


4. This Creature Worſhip, is as 
lite heard of in the New Teftament 
as it 1s in the O14. * Heard of, it is 
indeed, but what approbation it 
met with, we may ſee by conſider- 
ing theſe particulars. . 


The firft Inſtance is that of the 
—_—— ring nah —rrecd ro _ 
ſhip him, iſe to give him 

the fur of the World - But 
let us ſee what our Saviour anſwers; 
he does not put him off with tel- 
ling him either the Dignity of this 
own Perſon, or the unfitneſs of 
the thing, 1n bathe him 
becauſe he was a Dev1l ; but he 
gives fuch a Reaſon as will hold 
againſt all Worſhipping of Creatxres. 

Thou 
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Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, 
and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. From 
which words, - I would obſerve 


theſe Two Things. 


1. That the Worſhip which the 
Devil defires, and which our Sa- 
viour {ays muſt be given only to 
God, was not to offer Sacrifice to 
him, which the Writers of the 
Church of Rome, make the only 
outward Worſhip appropriated to 
God, but it was to fall down and 
adore him; from whence we may 
inferr, that to fall down and adore 
any Creature, muſt be Idolatry, 
which part of Worſhip its apparent 
the Church of Rowe give to 
their Saints and Angels. 


2. I would obſerve here, that 
the Devil did not pretend to be 
the Supreme (od, but plainly the 
contrary z for when he ſhews our 

Saviour 
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Saviour all the Kingdoms of the 
World, he tells him, that all 
theſe things were. given to him, 
Lyuke. 4 6. in which he plainly 
profelles, not a Sypremre, But a De- 
legated Power; ſo that had not 
our Saviour in his Anſwer, con- 
demned the Worſhip of Creatures, * 
tho' owned and acknowledged to be 
Creatures, he had not given a full 
Anſwer to the Devil, tor the De- 
vil did not deſire to be Worſhipped 
. as the Supreme God. 


d 


Another Inſtance we have of 

' this kind, is that of St. John in the 
Revelations falling down to Wor- 
{hip the Argel, who we ſee puts 
him off it, with the ſame kind of 
general Words, that our Saviour 
uſes in the former Inſtance, See 
thou do it not, I am thy fellow ſer- 
vant, Worſhip God, Rev. 22. 18, 
19. Here I would obſerve, as in 
G the 
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the former Cafe, that the Wor- 
ſhip which the Angel rejeZ#s, and 

ates to God, 18 falling down 
at his feet to Adore hin. And in 
the next place, I would obſerve, 
that had Adoration been due to 
an Angel, the true Anſwer to 
St. John had been, that he ſhould 
have a care not to miſtake him to 
be God, who was but an Angel, 
and fo give him more than was 
due to him; but we fee he throws 
off the whole without any reſerve 
or diſtintion, and for a Reaſon 
that will hold againſt all Crea- 
ture Worſhip, that he was his Fe/- 
low-ſervant. In a word, it had 
been no great ſecret for the Angel 
to tell St. John, that God was 
to be Worfbipped, or that God 
only was to be Worſhipped with an 
inward apprehenſion, of his being 
God, neither of theſe were any 
great Myſtery, or to the ky 677 

An 
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And therefore his meaning muſt 
be, that Religious Worſhip, ſuch 
as that Adoration was, ought to 
be grven to none.but God. 


I ſhall name but one more place 
of Scripture, in which this Crea- 
ture Worſhip is taken notice of, and 
that is Colofſ, 2. 18. Let no man be- 
guile you of your reward by a volun- 
tery hunality, and Worſhipping of 
Angels. The Apoſtle in this, and 
the following Verſes, makes uſe of 
Two Arguments againſt the Wor- 
ſhipping of Angels. Firſt, that it 
5 a voluntary Humility, that is, 
tho' Men may pretend a great deal 
of Humility, that it is not fit 
for ſuch mean Creatures as they to 
go diretly into the Preſence of 
God, but that they ought to oP 
ply to the Angels of God to 
their Introducers; yet all this, is 
Humility of their own inventing, 

G 2 ſuch 
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fuch as God has not required at 
their hands. 


2. That this C——_ of 
Angels, 1s leaving Chriſt their Head ; 
He is the only Mediator betwixt 
God and Men, and therefore ap- 
plying to any other, 1s leaving 
him who is the Head of the 
Church; and then no wonder if 
it beguile ws of our reward. This 
Argument 1s very plain and ve- 
ry ſtrong againſt the practice of 
Praying to Saints or Angels, and 
ir hath this one thing very 
obſervable in it, That if this 
Text proves it unlawful to ſet up 
any more Mediators but Jeſus Chriſt, 
it muſt be underſtood of Medzators 
of Interceſſion, for no body could 
o much as pretend, that Argels 
were Mediators of Redemption, as 
thoſe of the Church of Rome 

(with- 
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(without any ground at all) make 
the diſtintion. 


I might ſhew farther the E 
dolatry of this Practice, of pray- 
ing to Saints and Angels, from this, 
that it muſt ſuppoſe Divine Per- 
feFrons m the Creatures to whom 
we pray ;, as of Power to be able 
to lupply our Wants, cſpecially, 
in thole Prayers that are put up to 
them diredaly to beg ſuch, or ſuch 
Bleſſings from them; and fo of 
Knowledge, becauſe Prayer (atleaſt 
Mental Prayer) ſuppoſes that the 
Perſons we pray to, know our 
Hearts, and the ſecret thoughts, 
and fincerity or infincerity of all 
the Men and Women in the World, 
and that they can pertedly attend 
ro - them all at the ſame time z 
which are PerfeCtions that the 
Scripture never attributes to any . 
but God, and in the Nature of the 

G 3 thing, 
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thing, it is hardly conceivable of 
any Creature ; but I hall content 
my ſelf to have named theſe things, 
and ſhall conclude this whole 
Matter, with juſt propoſing thoſe 
two ſhort Conſiderations. 


1. I deſire it may be confidered, 
that in the Church of Rowe there 
is no External part of Religion ap- 
propriated "to God, and incom- 
wmninicable to tures, but the Su- 
crifice of the Maſs, and if in the 
preceding Diſcourſes, I have 0+ 
verthrown the foundation of that, 
there 1s then nothing at all re- 
maining. 


2. I defire it may be conſidered, 
that the Reaſons commonly given 
to juſtify Prayers to Saints and An- 
gels, would, if well followed, 
hinder Men from ever praying to 
God at all, as in fa, this has 

mich 
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much eſtranged Men from God in 
thoſe Countries where they have 
had no Proteſtants among them to 
make them aſhamed of it; and 
even nearer our (elves, I believe, 
we may jultly ſay, that at leaſt 
Ten Prayers are put up to Crea- 
tures for one that is put up to 
God. 


TI nows# come to 


—— * conſidggffthe Oath of 
Sup Wacy, which con- 
fiſts of Two Parts. * - 


I. A Declaration of the Unlaw- 
fulneſs, and Impiety of taking up 
Arms againſt the King upon Ac- 
count of His being Excommunice- 
ted, or Deprived by the Pope. 


I. A Renweciation of the Pope's pre- 
tendedSwpremacy over theChurch of 
Chriſs, particularly over that part of 
ut in this Kingdom. G4 As 
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As to the Firſt of theſe, 1 need 
not inſiſt upon 1t, becanſe if I can 
prove, the Second, That the Pope 
has of right no Spiritual Power here, 
the other muſt of courſe fall with 
it. I would only obſerve before I 
proceed, That if thoſe of the Ro- 
man Communiqn among us, do be- 
heve, that the Pope has a Power 
from God to Excommunicate,and to 
Deprive Princes of their Kingdoms 
for Hereſy, and that therefore they 
are bound to concur with the Pope 
as far they can, to put his Sentence 
in Exccution, this muſt make them 
Exemies to all Proteſtants, and con- 
ſequently, they have reaſon to ex- 
pet that Proteſtants ſhould have a 
care of them. But if they do belicve 
that God has not given any ſuch 
Power to the Pope, they have then 
Reaſon to have a care of their 
Guide, who is doing what he can, 
under pretence of Authority from 
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God, to carry them to Treaſon and 
Marther, and all the Villanies 
which muſt follow an attempt to 
turn out their King, and all his 
Proteſtant SubjeFs that will ſtand by 
him : But I have in- ſome meaſure 
taken notice of theſe things alrea- 
dy, and therefore ſhall not now 
inlarge upon them ; but procced to 
conſider the Grounds of the Popes 
pretence to Supremacy. 


The Opinion of the Church of 
Rome, with relation to his Supre- 
macy 1s this, boy? 1.4% Chrift made 
Suint Peter the Supreme Governor 
and Head, as of all the reſt of the 
Apoſiles, ſo alſo of the whole Church; 
That St. Peter was afterward Bj- 
ſhop of Rome, and that ty Divine 
Appointment his Seccefſors the Bi- 
ſhops of Rome, are to enjoy the 
ſame Wpremacy over the Church 
which he had. 

| G 5 Their 
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Their Opinion about . the Su- 
premacy of St. Peter, is founded 
chiefly upon thoſe Words of our 
Saviour, Mat. 16. 18, 19. OUpor 
this Rock I will build my Church. — 
And I will give unto thee the Keys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, They 

y, our Saviour does by theſe 
Words, promiſe to St. Peter, to 
make him Mowarch of the whole 
Church : We fay, that tho". theſe 
Words were ſpoken to St. Peter 
upon occaſion of his ſpeaking to 
our Saviour immediately before, 
yet, that this Promiſe does as mach 
belong to the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
as it does to hizs, and that there- 
fore, whatever Power may be 
here promiſed to him over the 
Charch, there is none promiſed 
over the reſt of the Apoſtles, and 
that conſequently, his Succeſ- 
fors can claim nothing from hence 

over 
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over the Swccefſors of all the Apos - 


{tles, the other Biſhops of the 
Chriſtian Church. 


But to conſider this Matter more. 
particularly, - we may take notice, 


1. That the reſt of the Aps- 
files did not apprehend that St. 
. Peter had here any peculiar Pow- 
er promiſed him above them; for 
we find that not long after, they 
were contending, who- ſhould be 
the greateſt, by which it's plain, 
they did not then apprehend that 
our Saviour had already determin- 
ed the Matter : And as for our S4- 
wiour himſelf, he does not at all en- 
deavour to put them-right, as 
it was of great conſequence he 
ſhould do, ſuppoſing that he de- 
Ggned St. Peter for their Gover- 
zoxr; but he endeavours to teach 
them all bumility, and not to- -— 

TY 
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fe&t Power or Authority over one 
another. And the ſame inſtance 
we have in the Caſe of Zebe- 
dee's Childrem, when their Mo- 
ther came to deſire that the ore 
might fit on his right hand and the 
other on his bf in his Kingdom, 
that is, that they might be the 
Perſons of chief Favour, and Au- 


thority with him; their Petition - 


plainly implies, that they knew 
nothing of St. Peter's Prerogatives ; 
and our Saviour's Anſwer, which 
you may ſce at large, Mat. 26. im- 
plies as plainly, that neither St. Pe- 
ter, nor any body elſe was to have 
ſuch Power in the Church, as the 
Biſhops of Rome have fince- pre- 
tended to. 


2. I would obferve, that theſe 
Words of our Saviour to St. Peter, 
do not actually inveſt him with 
2ny Power, but are only a Promiſe 

to 
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tohim; and therefore the beſt way 
to ſee what was peculiar to him jn 
it above the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
will be to ſee the fulfilling 'of the 
Promiſe, and his being A&nally in- 
veſted in it. That this is only a 
Promiſe appears from the Words 
themſelves, which run in the fu- 
ture tenſe, 1will give thee the Keys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven : And I 
believe, they of the Church. of 
Rome will not deny this, becauſe 
they ſay, that the Apoſtles were not 
Prieſts till our Saviour made them 


' fo in the Inſtitution of the Lord's 


Supper. Now if we conſider the 
AFual Inveſtiture into this Power, 
there is nothing peculiar to Saint 
Peter. Our Savioxr gives thenr all 
their Power together, in Words 
much of the ſame Nature with that 
Promiſe before to St. Peter z Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe ſoever 
ſons. ye remit they are remitted, and 

whoſe 
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w s ye retain they ore ve- 
towed Fd for th Expo, 
Upon this Rock I will bui 

Church, there is much the ſame 


 Gidofall the + The Church 
is (aid to be built wport the founde- 
| the s, and Prophets, 


Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief 


3- The belt way to ſee whether 
St. Peter had any ſuch Sypreavacy, 
will be to ſee whether he ah” 
any, whether he did any AZs, or 
Offices which belonged to fo high 
a Power. There muſt be:conſtant- 
ly ſo many occaſions for the exer- 
ci{e of that Power, that if he had 
any ſuch we could not miſs of In- 
ſtances of it. The Times of the 
Apoltles were indeed, Times of 
greater drwplicity, than theſe later 
Ages; and therefore I do not ex- 
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_ they ſhould ſhew me Se. 
eter Commandi after the 
manner of our Popes : Bat 
if they can ſhew me any one fingle 
AQ rt Anthority over the As of 
the s5 if they can me 
St, Foy: himſelf, making Laws, 
and Orders for the good Govern- 
ment of the Church, or ſo much as 
preſiding in the College of the Aps- 
es z if they can ſhew me any 
Appeats made to him, or Contro- 
verlies ended by him, or, among 
fo many Controverſies as ha 
ed, any advice to repair to hi 
or commahd to obey him; I ſhall 
not ſhut my Eyes againſt the difco- 
veries. But to conſider this Mat- 
ter a little more particularly : As 
foon as our Bleſſed Saviour was Aſ- 
cended, there was an occaſion gt 
ven to exerciſe [this Supremacy in 
chufing a new —_— in the roof 
of Judas, AFs 1. But we ſee that the 
methad 
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method taken was, thatthe whole 
Multitude choſe Two, and then they 
caſt Lots which of the Two ſhould 
be the Apoſile. And fo as to the 
chooſing of Deacons, AFs 7. the 
whole Multitude choſe them, and 
preſented them, not to Peter, but 
toall the Apoſtles to bs Ordained. 


If we look a little further into 
the As of the Apoſtles to Ch. 8. We 
{ball find the Aooftle not ſent by 
St. Peter up-and down to their bu- 
ſineſs as occaſion required, but 
St. Fohn and him ſent by them to 
Samariaz which wasnof very man- 
zerly nor very fit had they known 
him to be their Soverergrr. 


AFs 11. we find thoſe of the 
Circumciſion, contending with him, 
and forcing him to give an account: 
of his Actions, and that without 
any Ceremony, Or deference proper 

for 


| 


| 
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for one in ſo high a Placez and 
we ſce he patiently ſubmits to it, 
without ſtanding upon his Prero- 
gative of being unaccountable, 
without chiding them for their 
_—_ or any thing of that 
kind. 


AZF-s 15. we find a ſolemn Meet- 
ing of the Apoſtles and Brethren at 
Jernſalem, where St. Peter ſpeaks 
indeed, as any other Man might 
have done,but does not preſide or 
determine any thing, The Appeal was 
to the Apoſiles and Elders at Fernuſa- 
lem, not to him alone; and if any 
thing in the whole Meeting was 
done Authoritatively by any fingle 
Perſon, it was by &. James, for 
he palles Sentence, as you may ſee 
Verſe 19. 


If we go to the Epifles, we 
(hall find as little evidence of His 
x Autho- 
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Authority, as we have in the 
| Epjery of the Church in the As 


of the Apoſtles. 


The firſt Epiſile is that to the 
Romans, not from St. Peter, but 
from St. Paul; where there 1s not 
the leaſt notice taken either of 
St. Peter, or of the great Preroga- 
tives of that Church, which, one 
would think, could hardly be a- 
voided if St. Paxl had known any 
thing of them 5 nay he ſays ſome 
things which diretly contradi& 
their Pretences, which you may 
lee Chap. 11, He tells them there, 
that he ſpeaks ts thew who were 
Gentiles, as being the Apoſile of the 
Geztiles; and if fo, St. Peter muſt 
not have had ſo near a relation to 
them, becauſe he was the Apoſtle 
of the Jews. Then heproceeds to 
adviſe them to have a care of 
themſelves, leſt they ſhould ſal 


away, 
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away, aid be cut off; as you may 
ſee ver. 20, 21. Be not high-minded, 
but fear, for if God ſpared not 
the natural Branches, take heed, left 
he alſo ſpare not thee. It's plain, 
that St. Pal at that time knew no- 
thing of the great Privileges of 
that Church, of its being the M#- 
ther and Miitris of all Churches, of 
its being theCerter of Church Unity, 
and of its being DIfallibly ſecured 
from Error and Apoitacy. 

It we go on to the Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians we ſhall ſind there 
a very proper occaſion to menti- 
© on St. Peter's Authority, if he had 
any ſuch as they boaſt of, as you may 
ſee 1 Eph. Chap. 1. Now this I 
ſay that every one of you ſaith I am 
of Paul, and I of Apollos, ard I 

Cephas [| or Peter] and I of 
riſt; Is Chriſt divided, or was 
Paul Grucified for you # &c. Thoſe 
People certainly knew nothing = 
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St. Peter's Supremacy, nor St. Paul 
neither, otherwiſe he would hard- 
ly have omitted to tell them of 
ſuch an DIrfallible Cure for their 
Diviſcons. 


In the Epiſtle of St. Pau! to 
the Galatians we have many Ar- 
guments againſt St. Peter's preten- 
ded Supremacy; St. Paul tells us 
there that he had no Superior, that 
he had higg Athority trom none 
but Chriſt, Ch. 1.17. He compares 
himſelf with St. Peter, and fays 
that the Miniſtry of the Uncircum- 
cifion was committed to him as the 
Miniſtry of the Circumciſion was 
x:'9 Peter, Ch. 2. v. 7, He men- 
tions St, Peter as of the ſame Au- 
thority with Fames and John, 
when Jam-s, Cephas and John who 
ſeemed to be Pillars, Verſe the gth.. 
And a little further he tells us 
how he openly withſtood Peter 6 


io 
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the Face, becauſe he was to be blam- 
ed. All theſe things might be urg- 
ed at large, but I content my ſelf 
only to mention them. But from all 
together, Ithink, I may well con- 
clude,that this Prom:ſe of our Saviour 
did not intend St. Peter any Pow- 
er over the reſt of the Apoſtles, and 
conſequently, not any to his Suc- 
ceſſors (if he had any) : over the 

ihops of the Chriſtian Church, 
who are Sxcceſſors of the Apoſiles 
in general ; tho' wedonot deny, 
but St. Peter had a Power over the 
whole Church, but only as the 
_ of the Apoſtles had, whoſe 

re, and conſequently Authority 
was not confined to particular 
Churches, as it was thought fit in 
order to the better Government of 
the Church, that the Authority of 
Biſhops ſhould be fince, but was 
left at large, -and unconfin'd as to 
any certain limits either of Perſon, 
or Places. But 


142 An Adaveſs to theſe 


But ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted, 
that St.Peter had ſuch os they 
affirm he had, yet there is not one 
Word in Scrapture about a Succeſſor, 
or about the vaſt Privileges of the 
Church of Rowe in this Point. And 
i truth, there 1s as little evidence 
in the Hiſtory of the Church for 
many Ages, of this pretended Au- 
thority of the Brfbop of Rowe, as 
there 1s in the Scroptures. 


Rome was at the time of the Plant- 
ing the Chriſtian Rehgion, a vaſt 
City, and the Head of a very great 
Empire: This muſt of it ſelf, give 
the Biſhop of it a great intluence in 
the Aﬀairs of the Church, which 
was almoſt all within the Rowan 
Empire ; this made all ſort of Com- 
munication with him eaſy, by 
means of the mighty reſort that 
was made from all Parts to the 


Capi- 
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tal City; and Greatneſs of his 
See, 1d in coutſe of Time bring 
great Riches to it , and if we 
add to this, that it was honou- 
red by the Preaching and Mar- 
" 29ny of two great Apoſtles, St. 

eter and St. Panl, we (ce plain 
Reaſons why the Biſhops of | an 
were likely to make a great Figure 
in the Church; but as for real 
Authority, ſuch as is now pretend-. 
ed, there do not appear any foot- 
ſteps of it for ſeveral Ages. 


As for Speculative Opinions, 
We may not-perhaps have fo cer- 
tam an account of them ſolongaf+ 
ter, unleſs ot thoſe which by ſome 
accident or other came to be Dif- 
puted. But Government is a Pra&ti- 
cal thing, and there happens every 
day Occafion to exerciſe it, eſpeci- 
ally the Government ct the whole 
Church; audif the Pope had been 


from 
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from the beginningwhat hepretends 
to be, and what he now makes him- 
ſelf, his Power could have been no 
more a matter of Controverſy, than 
it could be made aControverſy whe- 
ther there were any Chriſtian Church ; 
for the ſame Hiſtory that clears the 


one muſt at the ſame time clear 
the other. 


The Old Body of Hiſtory of the 
Chriſtian Church is that of Exſebis, 
which contains an account of the 
Afﬀairs of it for above 3oo Years; 
now if the Pope were Monarch of 
the Church for thoſe 3oo Years, 
we can no more miſs to ſee it in 
that Hiſtory, than we can read 
any Hiſtory of Ergland for ſuch a 
Number of Years, and be uncertain 
whether we had here any King or 
no, for ſo long a time : No Hiſtory 
hardly can be conceived ſo faulty or 
imperfect, as to leave ſuch a Mat- 

ter 
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ter a Secret or uncertain; And yet 
I would Challenge any indifferent 
Perſon to read that F:ſtery over, 
and to ſhew me but any one thing 
in it from which it can be probably 
inferred, that the Biſhop of Rowe 
was the Governovwr of the whole 
Church; whereas, were it truly ſo, 
there muſt have been ſomething of 
it inalmoſt every Page ; Becauſe all 
the bufineſs of the Church muſt in 
a manner roul upon him. He muſt be 
; the Perſon appeal'dto in almoſt all 
Difficulties, we muſt have found his 
decrees in all the great Afﬀaires that 
oe: His Decretal Epiſtles muſt 
ve been interſperſed up and down 
inthe whole Work ; his Authority 
muſt have put anend toall Schiſaes 
andHereſtes,or at leaſttheir Rebell;orr 
againſt him muſt have been reckon- 
ed as one great part of theirCrime.In 
a word (as I ſaid before) the thing 
muſt have appeared as plain as that 
H there 
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there was any King in England for 
theſe laſt 3oo Years. 

Next to that Hiſtory, the moſt 
likely place to find his Authority, 
if he had any, is in the Works of 
St. Cyprian, which contain more 
of the Ancient Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment of the Church, than 1s 
to be found in any other Old Au- 
thor, eſpecially, if we add fur- 
ther, that a great part of his Works 
is only Letters to, or from Bi- 
. ſhops of Rome. We could not but 
ſee, in ſuch a number of Letters, 
' whether he wrote to his Sovereign 
or not; we ſhould fee it in the 
Titles which he gives him, 1n his 
Style, in the deference which he 
pays him. In ſhort, the whole 
would ſome how or other ſhew 
that it was his Superior he was 
writing to, but now the contrary 
to this is true. He never ſpeaks 
to him, orot him in his Letters to 

other 
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other People, but by the Name of 
Brother ; he freely Cenfures him 
and his Opinions, juſt as he would 
do byany other Man, and with as 
little deference or reſpe&t; and he 
finally differed from him in a Mat- 
ter of great conſequence, that of 
Re-baptrzang Hereticks, and called 
Councils of the Clergy, and raiſed 
a great Party againſt him in it, and 
yet was never, that I have heard 
of, charged either with Rebe/ron, 
or Schiſme, or Hereſy upon that ac- 
count ; but 1s to this day reputed 
a Saint in Heaven. # 


To conclude this Matter, The 
whole Diſcipline of the Ancient 
Univerſal Church, plainly (hews 
that the Government of it was an 
Ariſtocracy, eſpecially, that ſiri& 
Account that Biſhops were to give 
- to their Fellow Biſhops up and 
down the World, of their Ord- 


H 2 nation, 
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ration, and their Faith, and other 
Matters in order to hold Communs- 
o# With one another, which as it 
is left off ſince the Pope's Authority 
came up, ſo the ufe of it muſt have 
been inconſiſtent with it, for it 
was taking the Judgment of Things 
and Perſons into their own Hands, 
which muſt not have belonged to 
them, but to the Sovereign High 
Prieft, 

In a word, their forging ſo ma- 
ny Decretal Epiſtles tor the Biſhops 
of Rome for ſo fnany Ages, is aplain 
Argument that they have no #rxe 
Evidences of 'the exerciſe-of ſuch 
Authority in the Ancient Church, as 
is now pretended to.. Had ſuch 
Authority been then exerciſed they 
needed not have beeri put to the 
forging Evidences of it ; we could 
not ecafily have miſs'd of as many 
true Decretal Epiſtles, as we have 

now 
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now forged ones, ſomething or 
other we muſt at leaſt, have heard 
of theirs, upon all the Emergent 
Controverſies and Difficnlties that 
| happen'd in the Church : In ſhort, 
We muſt have known of the Au» 
thority of the Popes of thoſe Ages, 
by the ſame methods we know of 
the Authority of the then Emrerore, 
by their A#:ons, by their Laws, 
by their Reſcripts, by- their Bulls, 
and by* the whole Courſe of their 
Government. And therefore we muſt 
not judge of a thing of that Na- 
ture, by ſome few accidental and 
general Expreſſions in Authors, or 
by Compliments, which the Biſhops 
of ſo great a See could not eahly 
miſs of. | 


The /aif? Argument I (hall make 
aſe of is this, That it 15 net ealtfy 
to be believed, that Jeſws Chrifs has 
left ſuch an Authority 1n his: 

H.3 Church 
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Church, without leaving at leaſt, 
ſome Rules about itz ſuch as how, 
andby whoza thePerſon whois inveſt- 
ed with it is to be Choſen, how his Au- 
thority isto be executed,and whatare 
the bour:ds and limits of it, or whe- 
ther it has any bounds or no: Theſe 
are Matters of great conſequence, 
which have been the occaſion of a 
you many Schiſms, and might have 

een, or may ſtil] be the occaſion of 
a great many more ; Befidesthat ſo 
vaſtan Office without any ſet limits, 
is mighty apt to degenerate 1n- 
to Lranny, and to betray Men into 
great Exorbitancies, to tempt them 
to Teave the Simplicity of the Go- 
ſpel, to Uſurp upon the Rights of 
other People, and to affect at laſt, 
a Secular Dominion inſtead of a 
Spiritual Office. 

In fat, the want of ſome ſuch 
Rules to limit and confine his Au- 
thority has made great differences = 
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the Church of Roe about this Mat- 
ter: Some ſay, he hasa plenitude of 
Power ; others (ay, that he is con- 
fined to the Canons of the Church 
ſome (ay, that he is above a Gere- 
ral Council, others deny it; ſome 
ſay, that he has the Suprem2- Au- 
thority over all the World, not 
only in Spiritzals, but alſo in Tem 
porals, that he has a Power to 
EreZ Kingdoms, to give away King- 
doms, to deprive Princes of their 
Dominions, and to' take away the 
Obligation of Subjects ro their Al- 
legiance; others there are, who et- 
ther qualify this with diſtinFions, 
or elſe quite dery it; laſtly, ſore 
there are who ſay, that he is Irfa/- 
lizle, that what he jolemnrly deter- 
mines ought to be a Rule and Law 
to all Chriſtians, and to be taken 
as the Dictate of the Holy Ghoſt 
but -22ny there are who deny * this 
too ; beſides all which, thereare 
H 4 many 
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many Diſputes about his Power of 
. granting Indnlgencies, his diſpenſ# 

with Qaths. and Vows, and wit 

the Laws both of Goed and the 
Church. Theſe are Differences of 
great moment, both with relation 
to Faith and PreFice, and may car- . 
ry Men as different ways as Light 
and Darkreſs are different, or as 


- different as Truth is from the moſt 


monſtrous Herefies in the World. 
Thus if the Pope be not above a 
General Council, he may- carry 
thoſe into a State of Schiſme and 
Diſobedience who believe he is; 
if he cannot diſpenſe with Oaths 
and Laws, and Vows, he may car- 
Ty thoſe into great Sins who be- 
lieve he can; if he cannot Depoſe 
Princes, he may carry thoſe into 
Rebellion, Perjury, Murther, and 
all ſorts of V:ilames who are led 
by him ; and if he'be not Þrfalli- 
ble, as he pretends to be, God 

knows 
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knows whither he may carry thoſe 
who follow him: And ſo on the 
other fide, if he has all theſe Pre- 
rogatives, they are in as much dan- 
ger who ſay, that he has not. 


If Chriſt had thought fit to ap- 
point a Head of his Church, I 
cannot imagine,, but He would 
have given the Church ſome Rules 
about his Power, and the Obedi- 
ence that was due to him : And 
I cannot but wonder how the ſame 
Church holds Perſons that are of 
fo contrary Opinions in Matters of 
this conſequence : Let us only con» 
fider that ſingle Point of the Pope's 
Infallibility ; T have already ſhewed 
that thoſe who do believe it, muſt 
havea different Rule of Faith from 
thoſe who do not, - becauſe his 
Determinations wnaſt be part of 
the Ryle of their Faith, and con- 
ſequently, they muſt have a difte- 

| | rent 
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rent Religion, from thoſe who do 
not believe it. But that which I 
would inſiſt upon at preſent, is 
this, That for a Perſon to affirm 
himſelf to be I»fal/ible, and to be 
appointed by God for the Supreme 
wide and Condutor of the. Faith of 
Chriſtians, ſo that whatſaever he 
{hall ſolemnly determine muſt be be- 
heved true without examining; 1 
ſay, for a Perſon to affirm this of 
himſelf, ſuppoſing it be falſe, is 
downright Hereſy, and that as groſs 
and dangerous Hereſy as almoſt any 
Man can fall into : Now to illu- 
ſtrate this, I would only propofe 
one thing ; Suppoſe Herry VIII. in- 
ſtead of thoſe other Matters in 
which .he differed from the Church 
of Royze, had affirmed only this 
one Pointz That God had made 
him Izfalible, and appointed him 
to be the Guide of all Chriſtians - 
Would this have made him a He- 
| retick 


—_ «.< JA. h—_ a 
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' therefore that believe the 
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tick, or w -3t not? There is 
no QueſtioF bit they muſt ſay, 
this would have made him and all 
his Followers ſo, or ifthere be any 
worſe Name by which they could 
call them ; for if he were in their 
Opinion, a Heretick for pretend- 
ing to be the Head only of the 
Church of England, and that with- 
out [fallibility; How much more 
muſt the other have made him ſo? 
Now what is Hereſy in one, muſt 
be Hereſy in every body, ſuppoſing 
it equally falſe; for Hereſy 15 not 
e ſo by difference of Perſons, 
but by the Nature of Things. All 
Pope not 

to be Infallible, muſt as much be- 
lieve this Pretence to be Hereſy in 
him, and his followers, as they 
would in the Caſe of Henry VIII. 
for the Matter is the ſame in both, 
and the Pretence ſuppoſed to be 


equally falſe in both, but muſt be 


much 
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much more dangers the Pope, 
becauſe more Peop like to be 
ſeduced by him. That Reaſon 
which. makes thoſe of the Rowan 
Church who deny his Ifallibility, 
yet not ſpeak, or think fo ſeverely 
of it, as they would do of the 


ſame Pretence in another Man, is © 


realy {o far from excuſing it, that 
1t aggravates the Matter, and makes 
it worſe and much more dangerous 
than it would be in any other : 
They do not ſpeak out, becauſe 
the Perſon who pretends to this 
Privilege, has great Authority 
among them, and 1s at the Head 
. of their Church, whereas this is 
the very thing which makes ſuch a 
Pretence the- more pernicious,t hat 
he has great Authority even with 
the whole Body of that Church, and 
has a very great Number of them, 
who ſay, That if he determines 
Vertne to be Vice, and Vice to be Ver- 


far $1 
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te; and 'the ſame, if he deter- 
mines I»fidelity to be Faith, yet he 
muſt be followed. God knows 
how many People ſuch a one may 
carry with him into Hereſves, or 
| Immeralities, or even to Hell it 
ſelf. 


Perhaps they think that God 
will take care of his Charch, and 
will not ſuffer any thing of that 
' kind to happen; but fure they 
have little reaſon to exped&t ſuch 
a miraculous care over them, who 
encourage the Pope and his Fol- 
lowers in ſuch a peſtilent Hereſg, 
by living in Communion with him, 
and owning him for the Head of 
their Church. But beſides, how do 
they mean that God will take care 
of his Church, when he has ſuf- 
fered a Perſon, whom they own 
to be the Head of it, to fall in- 
to ſuch a dangerous Hereſy ? 

Will 
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Will God preſerve him, that he 
ſhall fall into no other Hereſies? 
How do they know that, or how 
can they expet it? If any thing | 
puts a Man out of the care and 
proteftion of God, certainly ſuch 
a falſe pretence as that, is moſt 
likely to do it; And as for thoſe 
who will ſtick by ſuch a Perſon 
notwithſtanding they ſee the 
falſeneſs of his pretences, they 
have reaſon to expet, that 
God ſhould give them over to 
ſtrong deluſions, rather than take 
any extraordinary care of them | 
while they are in ſuch a way. 


I have now done with -what 

I, at firi# propoſed - to ſpeak to, 
And I cannot but hope - that I 
have faid enough to give you juſt . 
reaſon to comply with the Laws 
of your Country in theſe matters. 
This I am ſure of, that I have 
not 


_ 


__— 
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not willingly miſrepreſented . any 
thing, or made uſe of any reaſon- 
ing which did not firſt convince 
my elf ; If, in this ſhort Addreſs, 
I have not anſwered All the difficul- 
ties in theſe matters, or if you defire 
ſatisfaction in the other points of 
Controverſy betwixt us and your 
Church, I muſt renew my requeſt 
to you that you would confult 
ſome of our Divines, or read 
ſome of thoſe Books which have 
been written upon the ſeveral 
SubjeFs, which I am perſwaded, 


_ can hardly fail of Convincing 


you, if they are read impartially. 
As for my ſelf, if I find by the 
ſucceſs of this, that any thing 
I can do, may help forward 
your Converſion, I ſhall be 
very glad to take any futther 
pains 1n it; And in the mean 
time ſhall not fail to put up my 

Prayers 
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